MIDTOWN NEWS – AUGUST 18, 2010

TOPICS:

1) Midtown Business/Neighbor News

2) City/County/Schools Events/Notes

3) Local Events

*******************************************************************************************************************************

1) MIDTOWN TIDBITS

Midtown Ice Cream Social date will be Sunday September 26 from 1-4PM.  This year's theme will be "Forming Community". 

AUGUST 27: MYGYM Midtown Parents Night Out from 5:30-8:30 PM for Children 20 months to 9 years old. They will enjoy Games, pizza. FEE: $30 for members, $40 for non members 50% off siblings CASH ONLY. 2655 Middlefield Rd or call 330-1760. 

Opal'z on Colorado Avenue is being featured on My Town Deal's website this week. They're offering 50% off a unique workshop making all-natural professional quality soap, lip balm and bath salts. Great for a mother/daughter outing, kids, or girls time out.  http://www.mytowndeal.com/?x=505.  Opal’z is located at 719 Colorado Ave (322-6500).  My Town Deal of Silicon Valley. Today's Deal $20: Value $40: Discount 50%: Your Local Non-Profit will Get 5%

Opal’z - Zoaps, Mineralz, Scentz. Create your own all-natural, professional-quality soap, lip balm and bath salts. 

· Opal'z is a unique and wonderful place that specializes in teaching you about and helping you make your own bath and skin care products, including soap, lip balm, bath salts, eye shadow, lipstick, and candles.

· Ever wondered what's really in the stuff you put on your skin? Opal'z teaches you what's inside and shows you how to make soap, lip balm, and bath salts out of all-natural, professional- quality ingredients.

· Each workshop also lets you create and take home your own soap, lip balm, and bath salts - made yourself from store-quality ingredients you picked.

· The owner, Annie Jenkins, is a professional makeup artist who has worked with clients ranging from actors to celebrities to athletes to Silicon Valley executives.

SEPTEMBER 20: St. Mark's Episcopal Church (600 Colorado) is hosting its annual Community Carnival on Sunday, September 20 immediately following the 10:00am Holy Eucharist. Barbecue lunch, games, music, bouncy house for kids and teens, the ever-popular cake walk and more!  www.saint-marks.com; 326-3800

September as Emergency Preparedness month. It is now official. The Council declared September as Emergency Preparedness month. Here are some of the key events. 

· September 4 – Greenmeadow “show and tell” (with PANDA trailer) EP event 

· September 11 – Quakeville: Barron Park pilot program for neighbors to experience what life would be like in a major disaster as neighbors camp out

· September 11/12 – The Council encouraged residents to plan weekend block parties

· September 11 – Airport Day

· September 13 TENTATIVE DATE – Council study session on Emergency Preparedness focusing on the  Citizen Corps Council

· Open House for the Mobile Emergency Operations Center (MEOC) DATE UNCERTAIN. IT WILL BE TIED TO 2 CITY SPONSORED ACTIVITIES

· September 18 -- Safety Faire San Mateo County at USGS in partnership with the Palo Alto/Stanford citizen corps council. This FREE faire features family preparedness. Participants will have an opportunity to meet with the many stakeholders in preparedness. There will be give-aways, demos and lectures by USGS. Come stop by the CCC booth. Please note: The CCC plans a safety faire in May of 2011 with a Palo Alto venue 

· September 21 – A new 2 hour class - Personal Preparedness - an adaption of the national “Get Ready” curriculum.  This will be held at the Friends meeting Hall at 7PM.  Register at epvolunteers@paneighborhoods.org.
· September 25 – Community Disaster Drill for the Palo Alto Neighborhoods Block Preparedness Coordinator Program using CANS 

· September 26 – Annual Midtown Ice Cream Social, featuring emergency preparedness & getting families supplied. 

· October 3 – Gamble Garden Community Day – There will be a neighborhood and preparedness focus with tables for both PAN & Eprep. 

· October 21 – “The Great Shake Out” The Citizen Corp Council is working with PAUSD, the City Staff, and the Neighborhood and Block Coordinators to sponsor a “Drop, Cover and Hold” drill. See www.shakeout.org
· 
Activities will conclude on Oct 21 Awards Ceremony and Panel Discussion Keynote in City Council Chambers

*******************************************************************************************************************************

2) CITY/COUNTY/SCHOOL EVENTS/NOTES

Monthly report from Planning & Transportation Department. See http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/depts/pln/news/details.asp?NewsID=613&TargetID=85


VACANCY ON PUBLIC ARTS COMMISSION:  Applications are due on Tuesday, August 31, 10 by 5:30 PM.   Palo Alto residency is not required to serve on this commission. Send an email to Ronna.Gonsalves@cityofpaloalto.org, or call her at 329-2267 if you would like more information.

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

Next City Council meeting September 13.

Planning & Transportation Commission (PTC) Meetings 

September 8: Tentative Date: Cal Green Ordinance Study

September 29: Tentative Date: review of Draft Housing Element

October 13: CalGreen Ordinance Public Hearing

Community Workshops On the Palo Alto's Housing Element Update. The City of Palo Alto is in the process of updating the Comprehensive Plan’s Housing Element.  This Housing Element will set forth the City of Palo Alto’s housing strategy for the 2007-2014 period. The date for community meetings will be August 31 from 6:30 - 9 PM at Cubberley Gym B; and September 7 from 6:30 - 9 PM at the Art Center. Please RSVP to Robin Ellner at 329-2603 or email her at robin.ellner@cityofpaloalto.org, by Friday, August 27th. For questions, please contact Ron Babiera, the City's Housing Coordinator, at 329-2561.

*******************************************************************************************************************************

3) LOCAL EVENTS/NEWS

Canopy, Palo Alto's tree planting and care organization, is welcoming a new staff member from Colorado in September and she needs a place to live. Phung Nguyen is with the Public Allies program and will be staying with family until she finds something more permanent. If you have a cottage or room to rent, please contact Michael Hawkins from Canopy at michael@canopy.org
October is Mercury Thermometer Recycle Month!  For the month of October, recycle your old mercury (with silver colored liquid, the red liquid is alcohol thermometer at any of the participating drug stores, pharmacies, medical centers and community organizations. Mercury is a toxic substance and still poses an environmental problem for our creeks and bay if not disposed of properly. Watch for more information about the Mercury Thermometer Recycling Event as we get closer to October. The City of Palo Alto’s websites www.cityofpaloalto.org and www.cleanbay.org will list all participating stores and organizations.  When turning in your mercury thermometer, please put it back in its original hard case or in 2 plastic bags that have been securely closed. 

AUGUST 21: "Let worms eat your garbage" from 10 AM till noon at Cubberley Room H1. FREE. Register at www.bayfriendlycoalition.org sponsored by Zero Waste Palo Alto. 

AUGUST 26: Monthly USGS lecture: Invasives and Wildfires in the West by Julio Betancourt, USGS Senior Scientists and Desert Ecologist. New crossroads in science, policy and management. The rapidly increasing spread of non-native grasses is a pressing environmental issue in American deserts.  Invasive grasses are increasing fuel continuity, and contributing to large wildfires in desert scrub that previously has experienced little or no fire. Julio Betancourt will be describing new crossroads reached in science, policy, and management while trying to reduce the impacts of desert wildfire threatening biodiversity, conservation efforts, life and property, and local and regional economies. Learn about the growing sense of urgency among scientists, managers, policymakers, and the general public to quickly establish priority and purpose for dealing with this emerging environmental issue. 7PM, 345 Middlefield in Menlo Park.

AUGUST 26: Palo Alto Art Center presents "Looking Inward" the fourth of six exciting programs in the 2010 series "WHERE ART ORIGINATES: ARTISTS & THE CREATIVE PROCESS" at 7 PM in the Auditorium. FREE

AUGUST 28: Join Kara's 5th Annual Walk (3 miles) at Mitchell Park. Check in starts at 10AM; walk starts at 11 AM. FEE: Walker $20 if received before 5PM on 8/25; $30 afterwards. Children under 12 free. REgister or donate online to honor a loved one at www.kara.grief.org 

SEPTEMBER 3: Become a Nature Volunteer in Local Schools! No experience needed!  Teach kids to love science and nature! Last year our volunteers taught over 11,000 local school children, but hundreds more were refused. You can be the one to say ‘yes’ to kids on our waiting list! How can you become an Environmental Volunteer? Requirements are simple; all you need is a love of children, nature, and learning!  The next volunteer training begins on Friday, September 3, 2010. If you want to join the EV, please contact Brittany, our Education and Training Director, at 961-0545. You may also email her at education@evols.org. We look forward to hearing from you!"

OLD EVENTS:

Town & Country Village Presents the 3rd Annual July Music Fest! Wednesdays from 6-8 PM / Free Concerts under the Oak trees

Free Thursday night Summerfest Jazz Festivals at the Stanford Shopping Center. Starts at 6PM at Clock Tower Plaza. 

Auditions for Silicon Valley Boychoir an after-school choir for boys ages 6-12 rehearsing in downtown Palo Alto beginning in September. Auditions by appointment Aug. 21 and 28. Call: 424-1242 or email: Julia@svboychoir.org.  www.SVBoychoir.org


AUGUST 21: The musical "Chicago" at Frost amphitheater sponsored by the Children's Health Council. 

Summer Concert Series: All twilight concerts on Saturday evenings, 6:30-8pm at various parks  August 21 -Teens on the Green - Cubberley Amphitheatre. 

COMMON GARDEN CLASSES: 559 College Avenue. See www.commongroundinpaloalto.org or call 493-6072

AUGUST 28: BOUNTIFUL CONTAINERS FOR YOUR FALL AND WINTER FOOD GARDEN from 10:30 - 12:30. FEE: $31.  Register at http://bountifulcontainers.eventbrite.com/ 
AUGUST 28 Start of series: EDIBLE GARDEN SERIES: FROM DESIGN TO HARVEST Dates: August 28, September 11, September 25, October 9 and October 23 from 10:00 - 3:00. FEE: $325

Register at http://ediblegardenseries.eventbrite.com/ . asses.

AUGUST 28/29: Camp Avenidas Summer Fitness Weekend Conference will be held at Avenidas from 9am-4pm. Members pay only $60 for this two day conference. Sign up today at www.avenidas.org or call 289-5436. You don't want to miss the fitness event of the season!  

AUGUST 28/29: Save the Date.... Festival of the Arts - University Avenue

CANOPY TREE WALKS: 2nd Saturday of every month from 10 AM - noon. Rain or shine. Free. September 11: College Terrace; October 9: Southgate; November 13: Barron Park December 11: South of Forest; Details at the Canopy Calendar. 

*******************************************************************************************************************************

4) Tip on Fire Extinguishers from Barron Park

If you have a fire extinguisher you probably have a A-B-C but if not, it's the most all-inclusive one to get.  And just because the needle is on green doesn't mean it will necessarily work since the chemical inside starts settling on the bottom.  The pressure gauge only relates to pressure and if the stuff is sitting on the bottom, you'll only get air. It is recommended that once a year you invert the container and then hit near the bottom with a wooden or rubber mallet to break up the chemicals that sit on the bottom.  If it needs recharging (goes from the green into the red) the closest place I know (and have used) is Ace Fire Equipment and Svc. Company, 1870 W. Bayshore, EPA (650-321-7440).  They are located between Embarcadero and University on the frontage road on the West side of Bayshore.  At six years (by law), fire extinguishers need to have a "tear down" and this costs about $3 extra.  At 12 years old they need some larger thing done to them and that costs about $40. 

