MIDTOWN NEWS – AUGUST 11, 2010
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*******************************************************************************************************************************

1) MIDTOWN TIDBITS

Midtown Ice Cream Social date has been moved to Sunday September 26.  This year's theme will be "Forming Community". If you have time to volunteer to be part of the planning effort for this popular annual events please contact us at MidtownNews@att.net. 
September as Emergency Preparedness month. It is now official. The Council declared September as Emergency Preparedness month. Here are some of the key events. 
· September 4 – Greenmeadow “show and tell” (with PANDA trailer) EP event 

· September 11 – Quakeville: Barron Park pilot program for neighbors to experience what life would be like in a major disaster as neighbors camp out

· September 11/12 – The Council encouraged residents to plan weekend block parties

· September 11 – Airport Day

· September 13 TENTATIVE DATE – Council study session on Emergency Preparedness focusing on the  Citizen Corps Council

· Open House for the Mobile Emergency Operations Center (MEOC) DATE UNCERTAIN. IT WILL BE TIED TO 2 CITY SPONSORED ACTIVITIES

· September 18 -- Safety Faire San Mateo County at USGS in partnership with the Palo Alto/Stanford citizen corps council. This FREE faire features family preparedness. Participants will have an opportunity to meet with the many stakeholders in preparedness. There will be give-aways, demos and lectures by USGS. Come stop by the CCC booth. Please note: The CCC plans a safety faire in May of 2011 with a Palo Alto venue 

· September 21 – A new 2 hour class - Personal Preparedness - an adaption of the national “Get Ready” curriculum.  

· September 25 – Community Disaster Drill for the Palo Alto Neighborhoods Block Preparedness Coordinator Program using CANS 

· September 26 – Annual Midtown Ice Cream Social, featuring emergency preparedness & getting families supplied. 

· October 3 – Gamble Garden Community Day – There will be a neighborhood and preparedness focus with tables for both PAN & Eprep. 

· October 21 – “The Great Shake Out” The Citizen Corp Council is working with PAUSD, the City Staff, and the Neighborhood and Block Coordinators to sponsor a “Drop, Cover and Hold” drill. See www.shakeout.org
· 
Activities will conclude on Oct 21 Awards Ceremony and Panel Discussion Keynote in City Council Chambers

*******************************************************************************************************************************

2) CITY/COUNTY/SCHOOL EVENTS/NOTES

Monthly report from Planning & Transportation Department. See http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/depts/pln/news/details.asp?NewsID=613&TargetID=85


VACANCY ON PUBLIC ARTS COMMISSION: Applications are due on Tuesday, August 31,2010 by 5:30 PM. Palo Alto residency is not required to serve on this commission. Send an email to Ronna.Gonsalves@cityofpaloalto.org, or call her at 329-2267 if you would like more information.
RESULTS FROM annual survey for natural gas safety at http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/depts/utl/news/details.asp?NewsID=1115&TargetID=235 The survey is a test of the effectiveness of each utility’s public outreach programs, such as the annual mailing of Palo Alto's gas safety brochure. Natural gas utilities have been required to perform a baseline survey to show the level of safety understanding in customers and those in the neighborhood of lines. After the education process has been implemented, utilities are required to continue to survey their customers each year to show that knowledge of natural gas safety has been enhanced.  The City of Palo Alto utilities completed its first survey in May 2007 
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
Next City Council meeting September 13.
Planning & Transportation Commission (PTC) Meetings 
August 11: Housing Element - review of Housing Polices & Programs, Review of Inventory of Housing Sites + Comprehensive Plan Amendment.
September 8: Tentative Date: Cal Green Ordinance Study
September 29: Tentative Date: review of Draft Housing Element
October 13: CalGreen Ordinance Public Hearing
Community Workshops On the Palo Alto's Housing Element Update. The City of Palo Alto is in the process of updating the Comprehensive Plan’s Housing Element.  This Housing Element will set forth the City of Palo Alto’s housing strategy for the 2007-2014 period. The new date for these community meetings will be August 31 from 6:30 - 9 PM at Cubberley Gym B; and September 7 from 6:30 - 9 PM at the Art Center. If you plan to attend, please RSVP to Robin Ellner at 329-2603 or email her at robin.ellner@cityofpaloalto.org, by Friday, August 27th. For questions, please contact Ron Babiera, the City's Housing Coordinator, at 329-2561.
STREET LIGHTS OUT? If you notice street lights out - and especially those on top of traffic signals, please call the Palo Alto system operators at 496-6916 M-F 6 AM to 10 PM After hours calls are handled by Appletree Answers weekends and holidays. You can contact them at 496-6914.  Although Caltrans services the lights at 101 interchanges and the El Camino/Page Mill intersection, it is 'expeditious' to report those also to the City so it can be routed to the correct jurisdiction.  Note the number on the pole in your neighborhood, or the location if driving by in your auto.
RATE REFUSE INCREASE: Note: the following was sent to other neighborhoods and as such is sent to MRA ENEWS as an informational item. It does not reflect the opinion of the Midtown Residents Association.
Palo Alto has proposed an increase in refuse collection rates. You probably received such a notice. If written protests are filed by a majority of the parcel owners the increases will not be imposed. Written protests may be mailed or delivered to the City Clerk.  List address and account number on your protest.  Why protest?  The City is facing a large deficit, brought on by the refusal of the Council to face up to the problem of escalating costs  of salaries and retirement benefits, as well as being overstaffed (as compared to any other city). The obvious way to balance the budget would be to cut staff and to stop the escalating salaries and benefits.  In a recent meeting 5 of the 9 council member’s (including the 4 “union members”) elected not to give the electorate the opportunity to vote on the removal of a provision that has resulted over the years in favoring the unions in every bargaining session, thus resulting in increasing salaries and benefits to the point where we can no longer afford them. Instead of addressing the real problem, the City is searching for ways to increase taxes and fees, thus forcing residents to bear the burden of the council’s inability to act with fiscal responsibility and prudence.  We can start to reverse this process by voting against increases in taxes or fees any time we get the chance. Protests must be received before September 20.
Draft 2011 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 30-day public comment period. The federally required Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) is a comprehensive listing of surface transportation capital projects for the nine-county San Francisco Bay Area that receive federal funds, are subject to a federally required action or are regionally significant. The Draft 2011 TIP includes projects programmed in four fiscal years: FY 2010-11, FY 2011-12, FY 2012-13 and FY 2013-14.  Transit, highway, local roadway, bicycle and pedestrian investments are included in the TIP. Apart from some improvements to the regions airports, seaports, and privately owned bus and rail facilities, all regionally significant transportation projects or projects requiring federal action are part of the TIP.   Copies of the Draft 2011 TIP and Draft Transportation-Air Quality Conformity Analysis are available for public review at the MTC-ABAG Library, 101 Eighth Street, Oakland, and at major public libraries in each of the nine Bay Area counties, and on the MTC website at: http://www.mtc.ca.gov/funding/tip/index.htm. A brief informational Guide to the TIP is at http://www.mtc.ca.gov/funding/tip/draft2011.htm. Written comments may be submitted to MTC's Public Information Office at: 101 Eighth Street, Oakland, CA 94607 or sent via email to info@mtc.ca.gov. Written comments are due by 5:00 PM on Friday September 10, 2010. For more information, call MTC's Public Information Office at 510-817-5757. 
As a follow-on: Pilot Path2Go: Real time travel information on your mobile phone or Internet. "These web-based trip planner and smart phone applications are innovatively designed to incorporate real-time traffic and transit data for Samtrans, Caltrain, VTA, and San Francisco Muni, BART, and occupancy data from selected Caltrain parking lots.   We believe that the real-time trip planning tools can encourage and assist travelers to make better travel decisions among transit, driving and park and ride, which in turn will help to relieve congestions and help the environment. Call for volunteers to use these travel tools to help validate the hypothesis and to evaluate the effectiveness of this tool." See http://www.networkedtraveler.org/ 
*******************************************************************************************************************************

3) LOCAL EVENTS/NEWS

AUGUST 17: Avenidas Stanford Lectures: "Hypertension" by Dr. Atwan (Please note the date change from Aug 19th) from 2:00 to 3:00 PM. in the Garden Room (NOT La Comida) Free: No Advance Registration Needed. 450 Bryant St.
Auditions for Silicon Valley Boychoir: SV Boychoir is an after-school choir for boys ages 6-12 rehearsing in downtown Palo Alto beginning in September. Boys will be placed in a choir level based on their skills and experience. The choirs will be taught by midtown resident Julia Simon, an experienced choral director and voice teacher who specializes in training the boys voices. Auditions by appointment Aug. 21 and 28. Call: 424-1242 or email: Julia@svboychoir.org.  www.SVBoychoir.org


AUGUST 21: The musical "Chicago" at Frost amphitheater sponsored by the Children's Health Council. 
AUGUST 28/29: Camp Avenidas Summer Fitness Weekend Conference will be held at Avenidas from 9am-4pm. Members pay only $60 for this two day conference. Here's what you can look forward to:   
*Entertaining keynote speech by popular columnist 
* Body and brain fitness workshops 
* Info-packed expert presentations 
* Healthy 3-course gourmet lunches 
* Free commemorative t-shirt and awards  
Sign up today at www.avenidas.org or call 289-5436. You don't want to miss the fitness event of the season!  
SEPTEMBER 11: Bay Area Ridge Trail Council presents:Ridge Trail Cruz: Hike or Ride, Family Friendly to Challenging from 7 AM to 5 PM; Hike, Mt Bike & Equestrian ride start times vary. Join trail enthusiasts on the 5th Annual Ridge Trail Cruz to hike or ride through the beautiful Santa Cruz Mountains.  Come celebrate & enjoy the Bay Area Ridge Trail, while supporting it's completion. This event has a variety of hikes (including a special family hike), bicycling & equestrian rides, and all offer scenic trails with gorgeous vistas. A fully supported event with breakfast, lunch, snacks, water, route leaders, and maps provided. Hikers & cyclists will be transported by bus for a one-way hike. Advance registration is required and attendance is limited, please register promptly.  For more details or to register, visit www.ridgetrail.org. FEE: $25-40, by Aug 14. 
COMMON GARDEN CLASSES: 559 College Avenue. See www.commongroundinpaloalto.org or call 493-6072
AUGUST 15: YOGA FOR GARDENERS with Patricia Becker from 1:30-4:30 PM. Nurture your body, heart and soul - and learn how to care for your back and body with the best poses for gardeners. Yoga, just like gardening, teaches us patience, humility, and love. Practice connecting to your breath to raise your awareness of this powerful healing method is always available to you, free of charge. Bring a friend and a favorite gardening success or humorous story. Beginners and experienced yogis are all welcome. The Workshop will be accompanied by live music by Herb Moore, playing the guitar, flute, bells, and whistles! FEE: $45 in advance or $55 the day of the event if spaces remain. Registration info@avalonyoga.com or call 324-2517. Class will be Avalon Art and Yoga Studio, 370 S. California Ave.
AUGUST 28: BOUNTIFUL CONTAINERS FOR YOUR FALL AND WINTER FOOD GARDEN with Rose Marie Nichols McGee from 10:30 - 12:30. FEE: $31. Many of our most beautiful and nutritious vegetables are good producers in the cooler months. Start now to grow the container garden that will carry you through winter. Special attention will be paid to organic methods, potting soil, container selection, light requirements and best varieties. Herbs and edible flowers will be included in our discussion. Almost any food plant that grows in the ground will grow in a container; it's only a matter of selection. Register at http://bountifulcontainers.eventbrite.com/ 
AUGUST 28 Start of series: EDIBLE GARDEN SERIES: FROM DESIGN TO HARVEST with Drew Harwell, Dates: August 28, September 11, September 25, October 9 and October 23 from 10:00 - 3:00. FEE: $325
One-hour lunch break; bring your own lunch. Class size is limited - Register Early. Register at http://ediblegardenseries.eventbrite.com/ . Learn garden design and planning, composting, soil testing and preparation, seed propagation and transplanting, watering and how to nurture healthy edible crops. You can create a garden oasis of beautiful edibles in the front, side or back of the home. Master harvesting techniques and learn what compost crops to plant after harvest. Permaculture design and GROW BIOINTENSIVE methods harmonize together in this special series. Home owners and professional landscape designers will gain valuable knowledge to create gardens of nutritious and delicious organic food in your homes and communities. Make lasting friendships! Learn about proper tools, supplies, books and resources throughout the course. Bring your copy of How to Grow More Vegetables to the classes.
Summer Concert Series: All twilight concerts on Saturday evenings, 6:30-8pm at various parks  http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/news/displaynews.asp?NewsID=481&TargetID=268

August 14 - Foitia at Mitchell Park; August 21 -Teens on the Green - Cubberley Amphitheatre. 
OLD EVENTS:
Town & Country Village Presents the 3rd Annual July Music Fest! Wednesdays from 6-8 PM / Free Concerts under the Oak trees
Every Wednesday during the Music Fest, Town & Country Village is accepting gently used musical instruments to benefit Music In Schools Today. www.mustcreate.org

Free Thursday night Summerfest Jazz Festivals at the Stanford Shopping Center. Starts at 6PM at Clock Tower Plaza. 
Stanford monthly events at http://tinyurl.com/2afod93 Jazz, Outdoor Science Talks, Lectures etc
JCC (Jewish Community Center) Monthly Events at http://tinyurl.com/2g38bfl

JULY 23- AUGUST 24: Music at Menlo. FEE: $10-$72 For info, call 331-0202 or www.musicatmenlo.org

CANOPY TREE WALKS: 2nd Saturday of every month from 10 AM - noon. Rain or shine. Free. August 14: Crescent Park; September 11: College Terrace; October 9: Southgate; November 13: Barron Park December 11: South of Forest; Details at the Canopy Calendar. 
AUGUST 28/29: Save the Date.... Festival of the Arts - University Avenue
*******************************************************************************************************************************

4) Tip

Mary writes: The Bay Area health departments are recommending that residents over the age of sixty-five (in addition to children and those whose immunity has weakened) get whooping cough vaccinations. There is an 'epidemic' on rise in the Bay Area which is predicted to go up when school begins. For adults & maybe teenagers and those already vaccinated as children, immunity gradually diminishes, & for those over sixty-five, most may not have ever received the vaccine.
Mary & George wrote to share another tip: A new identity theft scam is rearing its ugly head. The thieves find unused or dormant social security numbers and sell them.  These numbers usually are those of children who don't use them until they enter the work force. The story is on an Associated Press release; try http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100802/ap_on_re_us/us_credit_fraud_children.  There was no information on how to protect your children's SSN, but a possible way might be to open a savings account in their name to use or activate it.  There may be other ways, but this is so new, there aren't recommendations to counteract the thefts.

