MIDTOWN NEWS – JULY 30, 2010
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3) Local Events

4) Tips

*******************************************************************************************************************************

1) MIDTOWN TIDBITS

Midtown Ice Cream Social date has been moved to Sunday September 26.  This year's theme will be "Forming Community". If you have time to volunteer to be part of the planning effort for this popular annual events please contact us at MidtownNews@att.net. 

Indochine owner Don Stewart writes: While looking through the reviews for the Indochine on local sites like Palo Alto Weekly, and YELP.com, I noticed a negative review posted reference the Mint Leaf stating 'Unfriendly to Children". This concerns me greatly due to the fact the Indochine was originally named the Mint Leaf.  My wife, Tina, and I have owned its since May 2006 and sincerely hope people do not associate our restaurant, the Indochine, with any attitude such as described in the YELP headlined review. We take pride in the fact the Indochine is a community restaurant AND Children are expected to come in with or without their parents with due respect showed to all. So please inform the Mid-Town Residents, and Palo Alto as a whole, the Indochine is pleased to serve Midtown, and anyone else who crosses our threshold.  We deeply appreciate those who are our current customers, and hope many new customers will read and feel compelled to try the Indochine throughout the Silicon Valley.

JULY 31/AUGUST 1: OBON FESTIVAL. For the 62 nd  year in a row, the joyous festival of Obon will be celebrated on Saturday and Sunday, July 31 and August 1 at the Palo Alto Buddhist Temple. A free event, the public is invited to sample a wealth of cultural and carnival offerings against a background of traditional Japanese food and drink. Events begin at 5 PM on Saturday and noon on Sunday and culminate with the festive Bon Odori circle dances at 7:30 on Sunday night. The temple is located at 2751 Louis Road in Palo Alto. For more information, go to www.pabt.org or call temple offices between 9:30 AM and 12:30 PM weekdays at 856-0123. For more see http://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/show_story.php?id=17714


On Monday August 2, the City of Palo Alto will proclaim September as Emergency Preparedness month. We recommend that you hold your block party on Saturday September 11. .. as a day of remembrance and a way to make new connections. Stay tuned for events. 

*******************************************************************************************************************************

2) CITY/COUNTY/SCHOOL EVENTS/NOTES

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

August 2: Initiative Measure to Amend the Charter of the City of Palo Alto to Specify Minimum Staffing and Service Levels for Fire Department Personnel and of Fire Stations and Fire Station Locations;  Response to the 2009-2010 Santa Clara County Civil Grand Jury Report “Cities Must Rein In Unsustainable Employee Costs”; Conduit Financing for the Keys School Project at 3981 El Camino Real and 2890 Middlefield; Weed Abatement Report; High Speed rail Contract for On-Call Engineering Services. Full agenda at http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=23404


Planning & Transportation Commission (PTC) Meetings 

August 11: Housing Element - review of Housing Polices & Programs, Review of Inventory of Housing Sites

September 8: Tentative Date: Cal Green Ordinance Study

September 29: Tentative Date: review of Draft Housing Element

October 13: CalGreen Ordinance Public Hearing

Community Workshops On the Palo Alto's Housing Element Update. The City of Palo Alto is in the process of updating the Comprehensive Plan’s Housing Element.  This Housing Element will set forth the City of Palo Alto’s housing strategy for the 2007-2014 period. The new date for these community meetings will be August 31 from 6:30 - 9 PM at Cubberley Gym B; and September 7 from 6:30 - 9 PM at the Art Center. If you plan to attend, please RSVP to Robin Ellner at 329-2603 or email her at robin.ellner@cityofpaloalto.org, by Friday, August 27th. For questions, please contact Ron Babiera, the City's Housing Coordinator, at (650) 329-2561.

*******************************************************************************************************************************

3) LOCAL EVENTS/NEWS

August 21: The musical "Chicago" at Frost amphitheater sponsored by the Children's Health Council. 

COMMON GARDEN CLASSES: 559 College Avenue. See www.commongroundinpaloalto.org or call 493-6072

JULY 31: GRAY WATER FOR A GREEN GARDEN with Sherri Osaka from 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM. FEE: $31 Registration: http://graywater.eventbrite.com or call 493-6072.

AUGUST 15: YOGA FOR GARDENERS with Patricia Becker from 1:30-4:30 PM. Nurture your body, heart and soul - and learn how to care for your back and body with the best poses for gardeners. Yoga, just like gardening, teaches us patience, humility, and love. Practice connecting to your breath to raise your awareness of this powerful healing method is always available to you, free of charge. Bring a friend and a favorite gardening success or humorous story. Beginners and experienced yogis are all welcome. The Workshop will be accompanied by live music by Herb Moore, playing the guitar, flute, bells, and whistles! FEE: $45 in advance or $55 the day of the event if spaces remain. Registration info@avalonyoga.com or call 324-2517. Class will be Avalon Art and Yoga Studio, 370 S. California Ave.

Summer Concert Series: All twilight concerts on Saturday evenings, 6:30-8pm at various parks  http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/news/displaynews.asp?NewsID=481&TargetID=268


July 31: Pellejo Seco on Cal Ave; August 7: Unauthorized Rolling Stones at Mitchell Park; August 14 - Foitia at Mitchell Park; August 21 -Teens on the Green - Cubberley Amphitheatre. 

OLD EVENTS:

Town & Country Village Presents the 3rd Annual July Music Fest! Wednesdays from 6-8 PM / Free Concerts under the Oak trees

Every Wednesday during the Music Fest, Town & Country Village is accepting gently used musical instruments to benefit Music In Schools Today. www.mustcreate.org


Free Thursday night Summerfest Jazz Festivals at the Stanford Shopping Center. Starts at 6PM at Clock Tower Plaza. 

Stanford monthly events at http://tinyurl.com/2afod93 Jazz, Outdoor Science Talks, Lectures etc

JCC (Jewish Community Center) Monthly Events at http://tinyurl.com/2g38bfl


JULY 23- AUGUST 24: Music at Menlo. FEE: $10-$72 For info, call 331-0202 or www.musicatmenlo.org


CANOPY TREE WALKS: 2nd Saturday of every month from 10 AM - noon. Rain or shine. Free. August 14: Crescent Park; September 11: College Terrace; October 9: Southgate; November 13: Barron Park December 11: South of Forest; Details at the Canopy Calendar. 

AUGUST 28/29: Save the Date.... Festival of the Arts - University Avenue

*******************************************************************************************************************************

4) Tip/Warning from Bob:

I had an odd experience with an attempted phone scam the past few weeks, and want to warn people about it.  Early last week I got a call from someone with an Indian accent who told me to expect a registered package because I had won a drawing with a $250,000 prize.  The package will have the cashier’s check for me, but I need to make a pre-payment to cover shipping and processing costs of $200, at which point I hung up.  Tuesday I got a call from a different man (he later identified himself as Paul Mason) who asked if I was told earlier about getting a registered package. He wanted to explain things.  10,000 people had their names in a drawing, and my name was picked as the $250,000 winner.  They got the names from people who paid their taxes on time, or who used a credit card in a grocery store (a very exclusive group of course).  Since I won the prize I would be getting the registered package with the $250,000 cashier’s check that I could do anything I wanted with.  The package and check would be delivered to my house by 2 police officers.  I asked several times what police force the officers served on and he refused to answer, said it could vary.  After the package was dropped off by the 2 police officers a lawyer and guard would take me to cash or deposit the check and they would vouch for everything being correct.  Since there would be some expenses having all these people deliver the package with the check and escort me around they needed 2% of the money in advance.  At that point I told him it was a scam and hung up.  A few minutes later he called back, said it seemed we had been disconnected, and went into the whole routine again. He said they needed a Western Union wire of $199 for the up-front expenses.  It was just a loan, I would get a receipt for the money, and it would be repaid later, while earning interest.  I played along and he gave me a name – Fadi Nelson, and I was to wire the money to Kingston Jamaica.  He wanted to know how far the nearest Western Union office was and how soon I could wire the money.  I said I was waiting for a phone call and couldn't leave until my lawyer had called back, so I would wire the money later.  He gave me an 876 number to call to get in touch with him if there were any more questions.  As soon as I hung up I called PAPD and was put into the tip line where I left a message describing the scam call and giving the names and phone number given in case the cops had any similar scam reports and could connect them. I was half expecting another call today asking why I hadn't wire the $199 since they were eager to get me the $250,000 check.

JUST FOR KIDS:

For 3rd to 5th graders, Palo Alto's Kidizens is a year rich in curriculum, real-world experience and hands-on fun with Legos. The small classes of town "citizens" create an enormous metropolis, and in the process, have sought out knowledge, not to study for a test, but to make their city better -- all the time learning about government, geometry, economics, architecture, writing, the environment, problem solving and much more.

• The kids construct a city -- and in their imaginations, they live in it!

• They design their own houses, open their own businesses and govern the city together.

• Elections are held and candidates debate the issues of the day.

• A city council convenes, amendments are proposed, debate ensues, bills are passed. 

Fall registration is underway and filling quickly. For more information, please visit: http://kidizenspaloalto.com.
