MIDTOWN NEWS – JULY 22, 2010
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*******************************************************************************************************************************

1) MIDTOWN TIDBITS

Seale Bathrooms UPDATE from project manager Holly Ward: The City of Palo Alto received 11 bids for the Seale Park Restroom Project, all under $250,000. So we will not have to take the contract to Council to award.   Construction should begin in August and should be completed by February 2011.  
Midtown Ice Cream Social date has been moved to Sunday September 26.  This year's theme will be "Forming Community". If you have time to volunteer to be part of the planning effort for this popular annual events please contact us at MidtownNews@att.net. 
JULY 31/AUGUST 1: OBON FESTIVAL. For the 62nd year in a row, the joyous festival of Obon will be celebrated on Saturday and Sunday, July 31 and August 1 at the Palo Alto Buddhist Temple. A free event, the public is invited to sample a wealth of cultural and carnival offerings against a background of traditional Japanese food and drink. Events begin at 5 PM on Saturday and noon on Sunday and culminate with the festive Bon Odori circle dances at 7:30 on Sunday night. The temple is located at 2751 Louis Road in Palo Alto. For more information, go to www.pabt.org or call temple offices between 9:30 AM and 12:30 PM weekdays at 856-0123.
Whooping Cough (Pertussis) has been making the news more lately. Please take precautions for yourself and your loved ones, family and friends. Please read an article on this at http://tinyurl.com/376v8gb 
There is a box within the article where you can click on to hear how the cough sounds like.  It is very painful. Let's not let this cough spread anymore than it has.
Emergency Preparedness: LAST CALL: Attend a class to see how your block can benefit by building a crime watch or emergency disaster team: Come to the Palo Alto Neighborhood class on the Block Preparedness Coordinator Program (3 hours) at the Palo Alto Medical Foundation, 795 El Camino, Jamplis Bldg., 3rd floor, Conference Room AF. July 29, Thursday. Please RSVP to epvolunteer@paneighborhoods.org.
Please note that volunteers have been dropping flyers in selected blocks in our Midtown neighborhoods to inform about the class and to encourage attendance or to encourage you to recruit someone for your block.
Disaster Services Training is FREE to all American Red Cross volunteers.  We want you to be prepared to respond to a disaster and offer many courses to help you get there.  If you need some guidance on what training is best for you, please contact the Silicon Valley Chapter’s Disaster Services Training team at 408-577-2083 to leave a message with a call back number or email SCVDSTraining@usa.redcross.org.  Please note that we are offering International Humanitarian Law this month.  This class is only offered a few times a year, so be sure to take advantage of the opportunity. See http://www.siliconvalley-redcross.org/images/pdfs/schedule_2010_6-10web.pdf


NEW NEWS: We have been working with the City of Palo Alto to declare September as Preparedness month. We recommend that you hold your block party on Saturday September 11 as a day of remembrance and a way to make new connections. Stay tuned for additional events. 
MYGYM: Parents Night Out July 30 from 5:30-8:30 PM for Children 20 months to 9 years old with games, pizza. FEE: $30 for members, $40 for non members, 50% off siblings CASH ONLY
My Gym Palo Alto, 2655 Middlefield Rd. 330-1760
*******************************************************************************************************************************

2) CITY/COUNTY/SCHOOL EVENTS/NOTES

BIKE CLASS: LAST CALL: In middle school, most Palo Alto students begin commuting to school independently for the first time.  This is a developmentally important transition as they accept new responsibility and become more self-reliant.  To help parents prepare young people for this transition, the City of Palo provides an excellent Middle School Bike Skills class.   4-1/2 hour class, 1 to 5:30 PM on July 25. One parent is required to register and attend from each family.  For more information see http://bikeclass.swent.net/Classes.htm#KidsII 
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS OPENINGS
The City of Palo Alto is seeking applications for the following Commission. If you would like more information , please send an email to Ronna.Gonsalves@cityofpaloalto.org.   Applications online.  
* Infrastructure Blue Ribbon Commission: The application deadline has been extended to July 30, 2010 at 5:00 PM
CITY COUNCIL AGENDAS 
JULY 26: Starts at 5:30PM: Policy & Services Committee Recommendation on Council Priorities Work plan for 2010, Public hearing on Stanford DEIR (see below), Stakeholder Task Force and Direction to the City
Manager to Appoint task force Members to Palo Alto Rail Corridor Study, manager comments, oral communications. See details at http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=23004 
July 27: Interview candidates for the Planning & Transportation Commission at 6PM.
NOTE: COMMENTS ON THE STANFORD DEIR DUE on JULY 27.  Please remember that the deadline for submitting written comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Stanford University Medical Center project is 5:30 PM on Tuesday, July 27. Comments may be submitted to Steven Turner (329-2155), Department of Planning and Community Environment, 250 Hamilton Ave., Palo Alto 94301 or to stanford.project@cityofpaloalto.org. The document may be viewed at www.cityofpaloalto.org/sumc. 
Early packet release (overview of the Alternatives Chapter and Mitigation Measures) - Part A: http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=22776

Early packet release (overview of the Alternatives Chapter and Mitigation Measures) - Part B:  http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=22777

Planning & Transportation Commission (PTC) Meetings 
August 11: Housing Element - review of Housing Polices & Programs, Review of Inventory of Housing Sites
September 8: Tentative Date: Cal Green Ordinance Study
September 29: Tentative Date: review of Draft Housing Element
October 13: CalGreen Ordinance Public Hearing
ARB Meeting & Board retreat
July 29: 8:30AM in council chambers: Study session on Palo Alto's Green Regulations. Retreat on Sign ordinance, City entrance signage, ARB Annual report to PTC and Council
Community Workshops On the Palo Alto's Housing Element Update. Please note that Housing Element Workshops that were scheduled for July 27 and July 29, 2010 are CANCELLED.  The last Planning Department Monthly Summary and the City's Housing Element website indicated those dates, but official notice had not been published or mailed. The workshops will be rescheduled for early September. If you have questions, please contact Ron Babiera, the City's Housing Coordinator, at (650) 329-2561.

ORIGINAL ITEM: The City of Palo Alto is in the process of updating the Comprehensive Plan’s Housing Element.  This Housing Element will set forth the City of Palo Alto’s housing strategy for the 2007-2014 period. 

*******************************************************************************************************************************

3) LOCAL EVENTS/NEWS

COMMON GARDEN CLASSES: 559 College Avenue. See www.commongroundinpaloalto.org or call 493-6072
JULY 24: self-guided tour from 11AM - 4 PM. Tour includes  ten beautiful suburban gardens with organic edible landscapes, Common Ground Demonstration Garden, meet the gardeners who transformed their gardens, get great ideas for your garden. FEE: $35 proceeds benefit Common Ground.  Registration at http://ediblelandscapingtour.eventbrite.com or visit them at 559 College Ave
JULY 31: GRAY WATER FOR A GREEN GARDEN with Sherri Osaka from 10:30  AM - 12:30 PM. FEE: $31 Registration: http://graywater.eventbrite.com or call 493-6072.
AUGUST 15: YOGA FOR GARDENERS with Patricia Becker from 1:30-4:30 PM. Nurture your body, heart and soul - and learn how to care for your back and body with the best poses for gardeners. Yoga, just like gardening, teaches us patience, humility, and love. Practice connecting to your breath to raise your awareness of this powerful healing method is always available to you, free of charge. Bring a friend and a favorite gardening success or humorous story. Beginners and experienced yogis are all welcome. The Workshop will be accompanied by live music by Herb Moore, playing the guitar, flute, bells, and whistles! FEE: $45 in advance or $55 the day of the event if spaces remain. Registration info@avalonyoga.com or call 324-2517. Class will be Avalon Art and Yoga Studio, 370 S. California Ave.
JULY 24: Summer Concert Series: All concerts on Saturday evenings, 6:30-8pm at various parks http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/news/displaynews.asp?NewsID=481&TargetID=268

July 24; Mark Russo and the Classy Cats at Mitchell Park; July 31: Pellijo Seco on Cal Ave; August 7: Unauthorized Rolling Stones at Mitchell Park; August 14 - Foitia at Mitchell Park; August 21 -Teens on the Green - Cubberley Amphitheatre. 
JULY 28: At the Art Center from 10 AM to 4PM. Rabari Embroidery. This workshop will focus on Rabari embroidery from the Kutch region of India. Participants will learn intricate stitching techniques, setting mirrors, traditional concepts of Rabari color and form patterns, and creative evocation of artisans' experiences through appliqué and embroidery. Participants will appreciate concept as well as learn skills, through working with traditional artisans. By the end of the workshop they will have produced a genuine Rabari embroidery or a personal textile expression, and have had the enriching experiencing of working directly with these skilled artisans. FEE $60. http://enjoyonline.cityofpaloalto.org/Activities/ActivitiesDetails.asp?ProcessWait=N&aid=21567

JULY 29: USGS MONTHLY LECTURE: Thursday at 7:00 PM with Ron Beck, USGS Land Remote Sensing Program. “Looking Down On Our Planet” New satellite imagery reveals a changing global surface. For nearly 40 years the USGS has been using satellites to observe dramatic changes in Earth's surface features such as shifting patterns of land use, expanding urban growth, changing agricultural areas, and the extraction of natural resources. Ron Beck will describe how Landsat images are also being used to monitor potential natural disasters like hurricanes, wildfires, and flooding, and recording the environmental impact of human disasters like the Chernobyl incident and the ongoing consequences of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. To see a flyer for this talk, and for directions to the USGS, please visit the Public Events Calendar Web site at: http://online.wr.usgs.gov/calendar
JULY 29: Cafe Scenitific: Medicine's First Therapeutic Cancer Vaccine: The Challenge, The Breakthrough, the Future with Edgar Engleman, MD. Time 7-9 PM at the Stanford Blood Center at 3373 Hillview Avenue . FREE with complimentary beverages and cookies. Commonly thought to be an impossible undertaking 18 years ago, learn how Dr. Engleman and his researchers were able to utilize one of the body’s own infection fighters (a type of white blood cell known as a dendritic cell) to attack cancer. Provenge, the first commercially available vaccine to utilize this technology, was shown to extend the life of patients with end stage prostate cancer, thereby gaining FDA approval in April, 2010. Dr. Engleman will also share his latest dendritic cell research and his assessment of the future of cancer vaccines.
OLD EVENTS:
Town & Country Village Presents the 3rd Annual July Music Fest! Wednesdays from 6-8 PM / Free Concerts under the Oak trees
July 28th: Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers: The Queen of Classic Jazz, Bebop and Blues- from the 30's through the 50's.
Every Wednesday during the Music Fest, Town & Country Village is accepting gently used musical instruments to benefit Music In Schools Today. www.mustcreate.org

Free Thursday night Summerfest Jazz Festivals at the Stanford Shopping Center. Starts at 6PM at Clock Tower Plaza. 
Stanford monthly events at http://tinyurl.com/2afod93 Jazz, Outdoor Science Talks, Lectures etc
JCC (Jewish Community Center) Monthly Events at http://tinyurl.com/2g38bfl

JULY 23- AUGUST 24: Music at Menlo. FEE: $10-$72 For info, call 331-0202 or www.musicatmenlo.org

JULY 24: Deborah's Palm Health & Fitness Faire: 555 Lytton Ave., Palo Alto, on Saturday, July 24, from 10 AM to 2 PM for a Health & Fitness Fair with speakers, demos, and materials for you to enjoy. Showcasing local professionals in the areas of health, wellness, fitness and nutrition. The event is free, open to the public, and created as a support to our community. For more information call Deborah's Palm at 473-0664, or check our website: www.deborahspalm.org

The 39th Annual Stanford Jazz Festival runs through August 7. GUIDE TO JAZZ FESTIVAL. See: www.sfjazz.org and http://www.mercurynews.com/ci_15345235?IADID=Search-www.mercurynews.com-www.mercurynews.com

CANOPY TREE WALKS: 2nd Saturday of every month from 10 AM - noon. Rain or shine. Free. August 14: Crescent Park; September 11: College Terrace; October 9: Southgate; November 13: Barron Park December 11: South of Forest; Details at the Canopy Calendar. 
AUGUST 28/29: Save the Date.... Festival of the Arts - University Avenue
