MIDTOWN NEWS – JULY 15, 2010

TOPICS:
1) Midtown Business/Neighbor News
2) City/County/Schools Events/Notes
3) Local Events
4) Tips/Volunteer
*******************************************************************************************************************************

1) MIDTOWN TIDBITS
Midtown Ice Cream Social date has been moved to Sunday September 26. This year's theme will be "Forming Community". If you have time to volunteer to be part of the planning effort for this popular annual events please contact us at MidtownNews@att.net. 
CRIME WATCH:
Meet the Chief: July 21 at 6:30PM at Juana Briones Park. Juana Briones is located on Clemo Avenue, between Arastradero Road and Maybell Avenue. Palo Alto Police Chief Dennis Burns and other members of the department will be present at this monthly meeting. The agenda will include current crime trends, community perspectives, and a question and answer session.
Emergency Preparedness: Wouldn't it be great if we knew exactly when and where crime, natural disasters & emergencies would happen? That way, we could have plenty of time to get ready, grab important supplies and documents, call our family and friends and tell them our plans, or hunker down and wait for everything to return to normal… Unfortunately, emergencies just don't happen like that, which is why it’s so important to make sure that you’re always ready no matter when they happen. It’s important to do more than cross your fingers!  Attend a class to see how your block can benefit by building a crime watch or emergency disaster team: Come to the Palo Alto Neighborhood class on the Block Preparedness Coordinator Program (3 hours) at the Palo Alto Medical Foundation, 795 El Camino, Jamplis Bldg., 3rd floor, Conference Room AF. July 29, Thursday. Please RSVP to epvolunteer@paneighborhoods.org. 6-7:00 PM The BPC Program; 7-8:00 PM Damage Assessment; 8-9:00 PM FRS Communications (bring a FRS radio). 

Please note that volunteers have been dropping flyers in selected blocks in our Midtown neighborhoods to inform about the class and to encourage attendance or to encourage you to recruit someone for your block.
NEW NEWS: We have been working with the City of Palo Alto to declare September as Preparedness month. We recommend that you hold your block party on Saturday September 11 as a day of remembrance and a way to make new connections. Stay tuned for additional events. 
*******************************************************************************************************************************

2) CITY/COUNTY/SCHOOL EVENTS/NOTES

BIKE CLASS: In middle school, most Palo Alto students begin commuting to school independently for the first time. This is a developmentally important transition as they accept new responsibility and become more self-reliant. To help parents prepare young people for this transition, the City of Palo provides an excellent Middle School Bike Skills class. There are still a few spaces left in these popular classes! BICYCLE TRAFFIC SKILLS: Classes for children age 10-14 and their parents, offered by City of Palo Alto Recreation Dept. Classes will cover: a) the basics of traffic law; b) basic bike and helmet fitting; c) common types of bike crashes, & how to avoid them; d) how to position yourself properly on the road; e) how to let drivers know your intentions; f) how to deal with left turns & 4-way stops. 4-1/2 hour class, 1 to 5:30 PM on both July 17 or July 25. One parent is required to register and attend from each family. For more information see http://bikeclass.swent.net/Classes.htm#KidsII
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS OPENINGS
The City of Palo Alto is seeking applications for several Boards and Commissions. If you would like more information about any of the following, please send an email to Ronna.Gonsalves@cityofpaloalto.org. Applications online. Serving on a Board or Commission is a great way to volunteer in your community, and have input into the services that help make Palo Alto a wonderful place to live. f you or someone you know has been looking for a chance to affect change with topics that have an impact in your community, please consider applying. All Commission members serve as volunteers and are appointed by the City Council. Some appointments have residency requirements. 
* Joint Community Relations Committee for the Palo Alto Airport: Applications are due on July 16, 2010 at 5:00 PM.
* Infrastructure Blue Ribbon Commission: The application deadline has been extended to July 30, 2010 at 5:00 PM
CITY COUNCIL AGENDAS 
JULY 19: Public Hearing: Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal & Replacement Project- Meeting to Accept Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Stanford University
Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Project, Including an Overview of the Noise, Geology, Soils & Seismicity, Hydrology, Hazardous Materials, and Utilities Chapters of the DEIR;  Project Safety Net Community Task Force Report On Palo Alto Youth And Teen Suicide Prevention and Strategies for Addressing Their Social and Emotional Health; Report From High Speed Rail Standing Committee with Request for a Contract with Capitol Advocates, Inc. for High Speed Rail Legislative Advocacy Services (not to Exceed $30,000)  and Contract with Hatch Mott and McDonald for On-Call Engineering Services Related to High Speed Rail Review (Not to Exceed $50,000) ;  and Comment on the 2009-2010 Santa Clara County Civil. Grand Jury Report “Cities Must Rein In Unsustainable Employee Costs”. For full agenda and attachments see: http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=22788 

JULY 21: Oral Communications & interviews for Planning Commission
NOTE: COMMENTS ON THE STANFORD DEIR DUE on JULY 27. 
Early packet release (overview of the Alternatives Chapter and Mitigation Measures) - Part A: http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=22776

Early packet release (overview of the Alternatives Chapter and Mitigation Measures) - Part B: http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=22777

Planning & Transportation Commission Meetings 
August 11: Housing Element - review of Housing Polices & Programs, Review of Inventory of Housing Sites
September 8: Tentative Date: Cal Green Ordinance Study
September 29: Tentative Date: review of Draft Housing Element
October 13: CalGreen Ordinance Public Hearing
The latest monthly Summary of Planning and Transportation Division projects and activities can be found at: http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/depts/pln/news/details.asp?NewsID=613&TargetID=85 
Community Workshops On the Palo Alto's Housing Element Update. The City of Palo Alto is in the process of updating the Comprehensive Plan’s Housing Element. This Housing Element will set forth the City of Palo Alto’s housing strategy for the 2007-2014 period. Join the city staff & community members in one of the interactive Housing Element Workshops and participate in shaping of Goals and Policies, future Housing Needs, and other Key Issues facing the City. If you plan to attend, we ask you to RSVP by calling Robin Ellner at 329-2603 or email her at robin.ellner@citypaloalto.org, by Friday, July 23rd.
A) Tuesday, July 27 from 6:30 -9:00 PM at Cubberley Auditorium, 4000 Middlefield Road
B) Thursday, July 29 from 6:30 -9:00 PM at the Art Center Theater, 1313 Newell Road
JULY 21: San Francisquito Creek Joint Powers Authority (SFCJPA) will hold a public workshop at 7:00 PM at the East Palo Alto City Council chambers to review preliminary design plans for the SF Bay to Highway 101 project. SFCJPA staff and technical specialists will present project details, share maps and visuals, answer questions, and take your input. From more contact, Kevin Murray, Project Manager San Francisquito Creek Joint Powers Authority, at 561-4580.
*******************************************************************************************************************************

3) LOCAL EVENTS/NEWS

Talking with Henrietta - Racial Profiling: Have Any Changes Been Made? Racial profiling by the Palo Alto Police has been a troubling issue for many in the local community. In December 2009, many East Palo Alto residents were joined by supporters, who came from neighboring communities, as they held a march and rally in Palo Alto demanding that the police department change its policies regarding the issue. On this edition of Talking with Henrietta, Palo Alto's Chief of Police Dennis Burns, two members of the city's Community Advisory Group and the show's host Henrietta J. Burroughs discuss the changes the police department has made and is currently making in its attempt to effectively respond to those who have been demanding that broad based changes be made within the Palo Alto Police Department. Their one hour discussion can be seen until July 23 on Comcast Channel 27 and at the website for the Midpeninsula Community Media Center on Sundays@5 PM, Tuesdays@8 PM, Wednesdays@3 AM and 11 AM, Thursdays@8 PM and Fridays@3 AM and 11 AM. See a video excerpt of their discussion and get more information about the show at the East Palo Alto Today newspaper's community television page at http://www.epatoday.org/tv.html

Canopy needs volunteers: July 17: 9 am to Noon at Hoover Park (2901 Cowper Street) Volunteer for Canopy's 2010 Young Tree Care Survey and help our young trees get off to a good start! We need your support to check-up on the health, growth and surroundings of the many hundreds of trees planted in the last five years. The first five years are critical for the long-term health of trees, and we need you to make sure all the trees are thriving! Survey Routes take approximately 2 hours; you'll survey a mapped out area of trees and distribute tree care info brochures to residents. Please arrive promptly for team building & a brief training. Once you've been trained, if you'd like to survey additional routes on different days, forms may be picked up/dropped off at Canopy during office hours. Sign-up online: www.CANOPY.org 
COMMON GARDEN CLASSES: 559 College Avenue. See www.commongroundinpaloalto.org or call 493-6072
JULY 24: self-guided tour from 11AM - 4 PM. Tour includes ten beautiful suburban gardens with organic edible landscapes, Common Ground Demonstration Garden, meet the gardeners who transformed their gardens, get great ideas for your garden. FEE: $35 proceeds benefit Common Ground. Registration at http://ediblelandscapingtour.eventbrite.com or visit them at 559 College Ave
AUGUST 15: YOGA FOR GARDENERS with Patricia Becker from 1:30-4:30 PM. Nurture your body, heart and soul - and learn how to care for your back and body with the best poses for gardeners. Yoga, just like gardening, teaches us patience, humility, and love. Practice connecting to your breath to raise your awareness of this powerful healing method is always available to you, free of charge. Bring a friend and a favorite gardening success or humorous story. Beginners and experienced yogis are all welcome. The Workshop will be accompanied by live music by Herb Moore, playing the guitar, flute, bells, and whistles! FEE: $45 in advance or $55 the day of the event if spaces remain. Registration info@avalonyoga.com or call 324-2517. Class will be Avalon Art and Yoga Studio, 370 S. California Ave.
JULY 17: Opening of Summer Concert Series: All concerts on Saturday evenings, 6:30-8pm at various parks http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/news/displaynews.asp?NewsID=481&TargetID=268

First performer Tom Chapin in Mitchell Park. July 24; Mark Russo and the Classy Cats at Mitchell Park; July 31: Pellijo Seco on Cal Ave; August 7: Unauthorized Rolling Stones at Mitchell Park; August 14 - Foitia at Mitchell PArk; August 21 -Teens on the Green - Cubberley Amphitheatre. 
JULY 28: At the Art Center from 10 AM to 4PM. Rabari Embroidery. This workshop will focus on Rabari embroidery from the Kutch region of India. Participants will learn intricate stitching techniques, setting mirrors, traditional concepts of Rabari color and form patterns, and creative evocation of artisans' experiences through appliqué and embroidery. Participants will appreciate concept as well as learn skills, through working with traditional artisans. By the end of the workshop they will have produced a genuine Rabari embroidery or a personal textile expression, and have had the enriching experiencing of working directly with these skilled artisans. FEE $60. http://enjoyonline.cityofpaloalto.org/Activities/ActivitiesDetails.asp?ProcessWait=N&aid=21567

JULY 29: USGS MONTHLY LECTURE: Thursday at 7:00 PM with Ron Beck, USGS Land Remote Sensing Program. “Looking Down On Our Planet” New satellite imagery reveals a changing global surface. For nearly 40 years the USGS has been using satellites to observe dramatic changes in Earth's surface features such as shifting patterns of land use, expanding urban growth, changing agricultural areas, and the extraction of natural resources. Ron Beck will describe how Landsat images are also being used to monitor potential natural disasters like hurricanes, wildfires, and flooding, and recording the environmental impact of human disasters like the Chernobyl incident and the ongoing consequences of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. To see a flyer for this talk, and for directions to the USGS, please visit the Public Events Calendar Web site at: http://online.wr.usgs.gov/calendar
OLD EVENTS:
Town & Country Village Presents the 3rd Annual July Music Fest! Wednesdays from 6-8 PM / Free Concerts under the Oak trees
July 21st: Top Shelf's Motown Madness: Spectacular Motown and Classical Soul, featuring "The Legends of Motown."
July 28th: Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers: The Queen of Classic Jazz, Bebop and Blues- from the 30's through the 50's.
Every Wednesday during the Music Fest, Town & Country Village is accepting gently used musical instruments to benefit Music In Schools Today. www.mustcreate.org

Free Thursday night Summerfest Jazz Festivals at the Stanford Shopping Center. Starts at 6PM at Clock Tower Plaza. 
Stanford monthly events at http://tinyurl.com/2afod93 Jazz, Outdoor Science Talks, Lectures etc
JCC (Jewish Community Center) Monthly Events at http://tinyurl.com/2g38bfl

JULY 15: Palo Alto Art Center presents Playing with Time and Memory. The third of six programs in their series"Where Art Originates: Artists and the creative process" Presented by the Palo Alto Art Center and the Djerassi Resident Artists Program. Free but registration required. For more information or to register call 329.2366 or email Palo Alto Art Center. Program at 7PM. 
JULY 15: Smart Life Forum presents Dr. Adiel Tel-Oren on Understanding Detoxification at Cubberley Community Center (Room H1) from 7- 10 PM. FEE: $10, free for first time guests. See : http://www.smartlifeforum.org 
JULY 16/17: Gamble Garden Art in the Garden Weekend is the highlight of our year long celebration of Gamble Garden’s 25th Anniversary. Not only will our garden be bursting with color at the height of its summer bloom - so will the canvases of the artists who will be painting there! Come watch as they move color from their pallets to their paintings, depicting scenes of the Gamble Estate.  See http://www.gamblegarden.org/events/paintInGarden.html


JULY 23- AUGUST 24: Music at Menlo. FEE: $10-$72 For info, call 331-0202 or www.musicatmenlo.org

JULY 24: Deborah's Palm Health & Fitness Faire: You are invited to Deborah's Palm, 555 Lytton Ave., Palo Alto, on Saturday, July 24, from 10 AM to 2 PM for a Health & Fitness Fair with speakers, demos, and materials for you to enjoy. We will be showcasing local professionals in the areas of health, wellness, fitness and nutrition. The event is free, open to the public, and created as a support to our community. For more information call Deborah's Palm at 473-0664, or check our website: www.deborahspalm.org

The 39th Annual Stanford Jazz Festival runs through August 7. GUIDE TO JAZZ FESTIVAL. See: www.sfjazz.org and http://www.mercurynews.com/ci_15345235?IADID=Search-www.mercurynews.com-www.mercurynews.com

COMMON GARDEN CLASSES: 559 College Avenue. See www.commongroundinpaloalto.org or call 493-6072
JULY 17: SOLAR COOKING with Don Larson from noon- 2:00 PM. FEE: $31 Registration: http://solarcook.eventbrite.com or call 493-6072. 
JULY 31: GRAY WATER FOR A GREEN GARDEN with Sherri Osaka from 10:30  AM - 12:30 PM. FEE: $31 Registration: http://graywater.eventbrite.com or call 493-6072. 
CANOPY TREE WALKS: 2nd Saturday of every month from 10 AM - noon. Rain or shine. Free. August 14: Crescent Park; September 11: College Terrace; October 9: Southgate; November 13: Barron Park December 11: South of Forest; Details at the Canopy Calendar. 
AUGUST 28/29: Save the Date.... Festival of the Arts - University Avenue
*******************************************************************************************************************************

4) TIPS/VOLUNTEER

Joyce writes: Just wanted to share and support a great resource for healthful eating in Old Palo Alto's neighborhood. I've no affiliation just a fan. Every Monday, 6:30pm, sit-down or take-out yummy gourmet vegetarian meals at the First Baptist Church on N. California Ave. @ Bryant. Call and order by 9:30 AM Monday to pre-order this meal for July 19th: Cream of Summer Squash Soup; Quinoa Pilaf with Cumin Scented Shiitake Sauce; Corn, Basil, and Olive Tofu Tart; Broccoli with Rosemary Caper Dressing; Fresh Salad Greens with Strawberry Vinaigrette; Blueberry Crunch Bars; Mint Tea.  Here's the menu for the month: http://www.macrochef.org/menu.php
Bob writes on protecting yourself against vulnerabilities in Internet Explorer 6, 7, 8. " As Google found out, the Chinese have taken advantage of security weaknesses in Internet Explorer 6, 7, 8 and set-up a Trojan horse in compromised computers​(thus taking control of it). It is very easy to substantially improve your protection by following three steps in the following article. Even computer illiterates can do it. I highly recommend. "  
http://www.pcworld.com/article/187179/how_to_protect_yourself_when_using_internet_explorer.html 
Midtown Geri asks for more responses to her "San Francisco Values" questionnaire. "I greatly appreciate your willingness to spread the question around the country. I'm eager to hear what people think outside of California, hence the somewhat revised version. If you would send this to anyone you know outside California and invite them to pass it along to their "friends and family" and on to yet another level, I'd really appreciate it.  Can't have enough responses!!!
Note: Respondents took great exception to the phrase, "Pro Abortion," and with good reason. It's a very misleading and wrong phrase substituted for "Pro-choice." I left it in the "Questionnaire" because it came with the original definition. However, I've explained it below so folks will understand why it is in the coined phrase, "San Francisco Values." So, instead of creating an attachment which many are reluctant to open, the revised questionnaire is below. Send responses to Geri at gspieler@gmail.com; Author of "Taking Aim at the President" History you won't find anywhere else: Winner of 2010 Sharp Writ Book Lovers First Place for Non-Fiction:  www.TakingAimAtThePresident.com
New San Francisco Values Questionnaire
Have you heard the phrase, "San Francisco Values?" 
If so, what does the phrase, mean to you? 
What comes to mind when you think of San Francisco, California as a city? 
The political world has attached certain values to this phrase, as a pejorative. The terms they have attached, in their words, are: legalization of marijuana, gay rights, Pro-choice or as they call it, "pro-abortion",  gun control, environmentalism, anti-military, New Age spirituality, political correctness, support of illegal immigrants, and heavy government regulation of business or even socialist and anarchist tendencies. 
Do you agree that these terms are a fair description of San Francisco? 
Why "Yes"  "No" or "Sort of." Please explain. 
* May I use your full name? Initials? Geographic location of where you live? (City, State, Region)
Political affiliation or leaning?  (E.g. Republican, Democrat, liberal, conservative, moderate, other?)
