MIDTOWN NEWS – JULY 8, 2010

TOPICS:
1) Midtown Business/Neighbor News
2) City/County/Schools Events/Notes
3) Local Events
*******************************************************************************************************************************

1) MIDTOWN TIDBITS

Midtown Ice Cream Social date moved to Sunday September 26.  This year's theme will be "Forming Community". If you have time to volunteer to be part of the planning effort for this popular annual events please contact us at MidtownNews@att.net. 
Midtown Bob is looking for volunteers to help with graffiti removal. He writes: I have noticed an ongoing problem with chronic tagging of businesses and parks in the Midtown and California Avenue areas. Approximately every other day I go around covering or removing graffiti from the Safeway and 7-11 areas, as well as on light poles throughout the neighborhood. There is a product 'Goof-Off' which is quite effective at cleaning off these tags. I would like to be connected with Midtown like minded individuals who are interested in identifying and promptly removing graffiti from our neighborhood and neighborhood businesses.  Let's  keep our neighborhood graffiti free.  Contact me at Robert Hebert <rsheber@gmail.com> 
CRIME WATCH: Sent by PAPD: OCCUPIED RESIDENCE BURGLARIZED OVERNIGHT: On July 3,between 3 and 6 AM, a home was burglarized while the occupants slept. The burglary occurred in the 1500 block of Hamilton. The unknown suspects entered the residence through an open side window and removed a fifty inch television and other electronics. Presumably, the suspects loaded the property into the family mini-van parked in the driveway and then drove it away. The 1998 tan Toyota Sienna mini-van is still missing. The home had an alarm system that was not activated at the time of the burglary. This is an unusual burglary in that the suspects entered an occupied home and removed several items without waking the residents. Palo Alto Police urge residents to take the normal precautions during warm summer evenings by closing windows, activating installed alarm systems, and assuring that exterior lighting and other deterrents are in good working order. Residents may contact Detective Philip with any information regarding this crime by calling 329-2408. Anonymous tips may be sent to paloalto@tipnow.org.

Emergency Preparedness: Wouldn't it be great if we knew exactly when and where crime, natural disasters & emergencies would happen? That way, we could have plenty of time to get ready, grab important supplies and documents, call our family and friends and tell them our plans, or hunker down and wait for everything to return to normal… Unfortunately, emergencies just don't happen like that, which is why it’s so important to make sure that you’re always ready no matter when they happen. It’s important to do more than cross your fingers!  Attend a class to see how your block can benefit by building a crime watch or emergency disaster team: Come to the Palo Alto Neighborhood class on the Block Preparedness Coordinator Program (3 hours) at the Palo Alto Medical Foundation, 795 El Camino, Jamplis Bldg., 3rd floor, Conference Room AF. July 29, Thursday. Please RSVP to epvolunteer@paneighborhoods.org.  6-7:00 PM The BPC Program; 7-8:00 PM Damage Assessment; 8-9:00 PM FRS Communications (bring a FRS radio)
Water Main Replacement in California Avenue Area. As a part of the City's current Water Main Replacement Project 21/22 water main on Cambridge between ECR and Park Blvd are scheduled to be replaced.  The Contractor, Ranger Pipelines, expects to begin construction after July 6, 2010 with projected completion date of 8/20/10.
Night Safety Work at Cal Train crossings. See http://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/show_story.php?id=17479

*******************************************************************************************************************************

2) CITY/COUNTY/SCHOOL EVENTS/NOTES

Bike class: In middle school, most Palo Alto students begin commuting to school independently for the first time. This is a developmentally important transition as they accept new responsibility and become more self-reliant.  To help parents prepare young people for this transition, the City of Palo provides an excellent Middle School Bike Skills class. There are still a few spaces left in these popular classes!  BICYCLE TRAFFIC SKILLS: Classes for children age 10-14 and their parents, offered by City of Palo Alto Recreation Dept. Classes will cover: a) the basics of traffic law; b) basic bike and helmet fitting; c) common types of bike crashes, & how to avoid them;  d) how to position yourself properly on the road; e) how to let drivers know your intentions; f) how to deal with left turns & 4-way stops. 4-1/2 hour class, 1 to 5:30 PM on both July 17 or July 25. One parent is required to register and attend from each family. For more information see http://bikeclass.swent.net/Classes.htm#KidsII
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS OPENINGS
The City of Palo Alto is seeking applications for several Boards and Commissions. If you would like more information about any of the following, please send an email to Ronna.Gonsalves@cityofpaloalto.org.   Applications online. Serving on a Board or Commission is a great way to volunteer in your community, and have input into the services that help make Palo Alto a wonderful place to live. f you or someone you know has been looking for a chance to affect change with topics that have an impact in your community, please consider applying. All Commission members serve as volunteers and are appointed by the City Council. Some appointments have residency requirements. 
* Joint Community Relations Committee for the Palo Alto Airport: Applications are due on July 16, 2010 at 5:00 PM.
* Infrastructure Blue Ribbon Commission: The application deadline has been extended to July 30, 2010 at 5:00 PM
City Council Agendas 
JULY 12: Public Hearings:  a) Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Project-Meeting to Accept Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) for the Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Project, Including an Overview of the Transportation, Climate Change, and Air Quality Chapters of the Draft EIR. b) Recommendation of High Speed Rail Committee for Council Review of and Direction Regarding Draft Scope of Work and Creation of a Task Force for Palo Alto Rail Corridor Study, c) discussion of placing on the November ballot to Amend the Charter of the City of Palo Alto to Specify Minimum Staffing and Service Levels for Fire Department Personnel and of Fire Stations and Fire Station Locations and Require a Referendum Vote for any Proposal to Reduce Such Levels. For details and staff reports see: http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=22711

JULY 14: Interview candidates for the Utilities Commission 6PM in Council Chambers.
NOTE: COMMENTS ON THE STANFORD DEIR DUE on JULY 27
Planning & Transportation Commission Meetings 
JULY 14: Special Meeting to discuss Comprehensive Plan Update -sustainability topics. Staff report at http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=22711

Upcoming agenda items:
August 11: Housing Element - review of Housing Polices & Programs, Review of Inventory of Housing Sites
September 8: Tentative Date: Cal Green Ordinance Study
September 29: Tentative Date: review of Draft Housing Element
October 13: CalGreen Ordinance Public Hearing
The latest monthly Summary of Planning and Transportation Division projects and activities can be found at: http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/depts/pln/news/details.asp?NewsID=613&TargetID=85

High Speed Rail and Eminent Domain Presentation, By the Community Coalition on High Speed Rail (CC-HSR) Wednesday July 14, 2010, 7 PM Burlingame Public Library, Lane Room, 480 Primrose Rd, Burlingame. The California High Speed Rail Authority is proposing to build an elevated structure between San Jose and San Francisco along the present Caltrain corridor.  If that proposal comes to pass (and it's not a done deal yet; CC-HSR and other groups are fighting it), the Authority will need to take property from private parties along portions of the corridor.  Some takings will be permanent but others will be for construction purposes only.  In either event, these takings will have a significant impact on Peninsula homes and businesses. Eminent domain attorney Andrew J. Turner, Turner, Turner & Turner, B.C., will be CC-HSR's guest speaker.  Mr. Turner will provide a brief overview of the eminent domain laws in California.  In addition, Gary A. Patton, Of Counsel, Twitter & Parking, LP, will provide updates on the Community Coalition's efforts to force the Authority to 'do it right' or not at all. 
JULY 21: San Francisquito Creek Joint Powers Authority (SFCJPA) will hold a public workshop at 7:00 PM at the East Palo Alto City Council chambers to review preliminary design plans for the SF Bay to Highway 101 project. This project will greatly increase local flood protection for the East Palo Alto and Palo Alto communities on the bay side of Highway 101. It will also set the stage for future upstream flood control solutions and provide significant environmental benefits and improved public access and recreational opportunities. SFCJPA staff and technical specialists will present project details, share maps and visuals, answer questions, and take your input.  From more contact, Kevin Murray, Project Manager San Francisquito Creek Joint Powers Authority, at 561-4580.
*******************************************************************************************************************************

3) LOCAL EVENTS/NEWS

Free Thursday night Summerfest Jazz Festivals at the Stanford Shopping Center. Starts at 6PM at Clock Tower Plaza. 
Town & Country Village Presents the 3rd Annual July Music Fest! Wednesdays from 6-8 PM / Free Concerts under the Oak trees
July 14th: The Cheeseballs: A Bay Area Favorite! Disco, funky danceable fun from the 80's, 90's and beyond.
July 21st: Top Shelf's Motown Madness: Spectacular Motown and Classical Soul, featuring "The Legends of Motown."
July 28th: Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers: The Queen of Classic Jazz, Bebop and Blues- from the 30's through the 50's.
Every Wednesday during the Music Fest, Town & Country Village is accepting gently used musical instruments to benefit Music In Schools Today. www.mustcreate.org

Stanford monthly events at http://tinyurl.com/2afod93 Jazz, Outdoor Science Talks, Lectures etc
JCC (Jewish Community Center) Monthly Events at http://tinyurl.com/2g38bfl

JULY 8: You are cordially invited to attend the next taping of the "Talking with Henrietta" show, which will feature a conversation with Palo Alto Police Chief Dennis Burns and several members of the Palo Alto Police Department's Community Advisory Group. We will discuss some of the programs and initiatives the Palo Alto Police Department has created and implemented during the past two years to improve its community relations. The taping will take place tonight at 7 PM at the Media Center in Palo Alto. Please call 327-5846, ext. 311 by 4 PM. Thursday, if you are interested in participating in the show as a member of the studio audience. NOTE: Currently on Talking with Henrietta - The Truth about Organ Donations.  Thousands die each year because they fail to receive an organ donation. See this edition of Talking with Henrietta to find out what you can do to help save lives. 
July 10: First annual “Clash of the Heroes” police vs. fire football game at Palo Alto High School on July 10th at 4 PM. This is a charity event to benefit Project We H.o.p.e., a non-profit that provides positive alternatives for families and youth. The admission is $10, and children under 12 are free. Police officers and firefighters from the area will face off battling it out for bragging rights, and to raise money for a good cause. For more information, go to www.projectwehope.org


JULY 10/11: Palo Alto Clay and Glass Festival from 10AM - 5 PM at the Art Center. h

 HYPERLINK "http://community.icontact.com/p/paacnews/newsletters/artcenter/posts/art-alert-palo-alto-clay-glass-festival-july-10-11-2010" \t "_blank" ttp://community.icontact.com/p/paacnews/newsletters/artcenter/posts/art-alert-palo-alto-clay-glass-festival-july-10-11-2010

JULY 10/11: Friends of the Library monthly book sale. See http://www.friendspaloaltolib.org or for preview of books for sale see http://www.friendspaloaltolib.org/bookshelves.aspx

JULY 14: Celebrate Bastille Day with Left Bank/Rive Gauche (641 Santa Cruz Avenue, Menlo Park) on the evening of Wednesday, July 14th (known as le quatorze juillet) at Bistro Vida in Menlo Park. Enjoy the ambiance, and a savory dinner or a glass of wine at this charming spot while we commemorate the day with French specialities of the musical kind. We will fill the air with music from 6:30-9 PM. If you make a reservation at Bistro Vida, please let them know that we invited you. www.LeftBankTrio.com
JULY 14: Gamble Garden invites you to "A Stroll Through the Gamble Cutting Garden with Paul Althouse, retired owner of the Redwood City Nursery" from 10:30 AM to noon. FEE: $25 members, $35 non-members (Join Now!) Class is limited to 15. REGISTER at www.gamblegarden.org or 329-1356 x 201
JULY 15: Palo Alto Art Center presents Playing with Time and Memory. The third of six programs in their series"Where Art Originates: Artists and the creative process" Presented by the Palo Alto Art Center and the Djerassi Resident Artists Program. Free but registration required. For more information or to register call 329.2366 or email Palo Alto Art Center. Program at 7PM. 
JULY 15: Smart Life Forum presents Dr. Adiel Tel-Oren on Understanding Detoxification at Cubberley Community Center (Room H1) from 7- 10 PM. FEE: $10, free for first time guests. Dr. Tel-Oren will speak on body detoxification, a proactive ongoing process to decrease the impact of toxins on the biochemistry, the cellular function and the integrity of the body.  Symptoms of toxic build-up include chronic headaches, pains, aches, fatigue, asthma, skin disorders, chronic infections, and many other conditions.  We support the detoxification process with a clean diet focusing on organic fruits and vegetables and a small amount of seeds (nuts, seeds, gluten-free grains, and legumes) in order to obtain all the nutrients necessary for optimal detoxification over a long period of time.  To detoxify the tissues, we want to consume hypoallergenic foods for at least 3 months.  See : http://www.smartlifeforum.org 
JULY 16/17: Gamble Garden Art in the Garden Weekend is the highlight of our year long celebration of Gamble Garden’s 25th Anniversary. Not only will our garden be bursting with color at the height of its summer bloom - so will the canvases of the artists who will be painting there! Come watch as they move color from their pallets to their paintings, depicting scenes of the Gamble Estate.  See http://www.gamblegarden.org/events/paintInGarden.html

JULY 17: Opening of Summer Concert Series: All concerts on Saturday evenings, 6:30-8pm at various parks. http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/news/displaynews.asp?NewsID=481&TargetID=268

JULY 23- AUGUST 24: Music at Menlo. FEE: $10-$72. For info, call 331-0202 or www.musicatmenlo.org

JULY 24: Deborah's Palm Health & Fitness Faire: You are invited to Deborah's Palm, 555 Lytton Ave., Palo Alto, on Saturday, July 24, from 10 AM to 2 PM for a Health & Fitness Fair with speakers, demos, and materials for you to enjoy. We will be showcasing local professionals in the areas of health, wellness, fitness and nutrition. The event is free, open to the public, and created as a support to our community. For more information call Deborah's Palm at 473-0664, or check our website: www.deborahspalm.org

The 39th Annual Stanford Jazz Festival opens this weekend and runs through August 7. GUIDE TO JAZZ FESTIVAL. See: www.sfjazz.org and http://www.mercurynews.com/ci_15345235?IADID=Search-www.mercurynews.com-www.mercurynews.com

COMMON GARDEN CLASSES: 559 College Avenue. See www.commongroundinpaloalto.org or call 493-6072
JULY 17: SOLAR COOKING with Don Larson from noon- 2:00 PM. FEE: $31 Registration: http://solarcook.eventbrite.com or call 493-6072. Prepare delicious sun-cooked meals using fresh produce from your garden. Create easy soups, breads, healthy snacks and glorious grain dishes. Modify your favorite recipes for solar ovens. Participate in a hands-on demonstration of aiming, pre-heating, and cooking using the "Global Sun Oven" and "Solar Cookit." Both ovens are available for purchase at Common Ground. Recipes included.
JULY 31: GRAY WATER FOR A GREEN GARDEN with Sherri Osaka from 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM. FEE: $31 Registration: http://graywater.eventbrite.com or call 493-6072. On January 12, 2010, state lawmakers enacted new codes that allow more flexibility in irrigating your garden with gray water. Learn about the new codes, how you can assemble and maintain an inexpensive system and what not to put down your drain. The class will also cover what's happening with local ordinances in Santa Clara and San Mateo counties so we can all keep this inexpensive and easily available resource.
CANOPY TREE WALKS: 2nd Saturday of every month from 10 AM - noon. Rain or shine. Free. July 10: West Bayshore; August 14: Crescent Park; September 11: College Terrace; October 9: Southgate; November 13: Barron Park
December 11: South of Forest; Details at the Canopy Calendar. Plus July 14 Palo Alto Young Tree Care Survey
AUGUST 28/29: Save the Date.... Festival of the Arts - University Avenue.
