MIDTOWN NEWS – JUNE 24, 2010

TOPICS:
1) Midtown Business/Neighbor News
2) City/County/Schools Events/Notes
3) Local Events
4) Tip
*******************************************************************************************************************************

1) MIDTOWN TIDBITS

Emergency Preparedness: Come visit us at the Safety table for more information at the Chili Cookoff. Here are some upcoming classes:
Upcoming classes for PANDA (Palo Alto's CERT) and PAN's BPC (Block Preparedness Coordinator) Program.
PAN's BPC Program classes consist of a 3-hour class to take place at the Palo Alto Medical Foundation, Jamplis Bldg., 3rd floor, Conference Room AF. July 29, 2010, Thursday. Please RSVP to epvolunteer@paneighborhoods.org.
6-7PM BPC Program; 7-8PM Damage Assessment; 8-9PM FRS Communications (bring a FRS radio)
CERT/PANDA Basic 10-05 classes is a 3 day class, days and times as follows:
July 27, 2010, Tuesday 9:00AM - 4:00PM: Disaster Preparedness, Disaster Medical Operations Part 1, Disaster Medical Operations Part 2
July 28, 2010, Wednesday 9:00AM - 4:00PM:  Search & Rescue, Fire Suppression, Incident Command Post
July 29, 2010, Thursday 9:00AM - 4:00PM:  Terrorism Awareness, Disaster Psychology, Team Exercise
July 29, 2010, Thursday 7:00 - 8:00PM:  Graduation!
Please call the Fire Department's Office of Emergency Services at (650) 617-3197 to register and/or to ask questions.
Background about each program:
BPC Program - Block Preparedness Coordinators; volunteers in this program remain within the neighborhood on their own street/blocks.  In an emergency, BPCs will check in on folks who have asked to be looked in on due to "special needs", to report injuries and damages and to help maintain order and calm in the neighborhood.  BPCs are essentially the core "eyes and ears" for getting information to the officials and hence, bringing in the help necessary.
CERT/PANDA - Community Emergency Response Team/Palo Alto Neighborhood Disaster Association; volunteers in this program are a part of Palo Alto's Certified Emergency Response Team and in an emergency/disaster are to report to their district fire stations and from there are dispatched to neighborhoods within the district to assess and handle incidents.  CERT/PANDAs will be our first responders to the critical situations that arises.
Midtown author and resident Geri Spieler asks for help from Linkedin users: "I'm gathering information for my next book. If you have a moment in the new weeks, would you mind putting your thoughts in a response to me? What does the phrase, "San Francisco Values" mean to you? What comes to mind when you think of San Francisco, California as a city? The "Values" attached to this phrase include: legalization of marijuana, gay rights, pro-abortion, gun control, environmentalism, anti-military, New Age spirituality, political correctness, support of illegal immigrants, and heavy government regulation of business or even socialist and anarchist tendencies. . Do you agree that these items are a fair description of San Francisco? Why "Yes" "No" or "Sort of." Please explain. And, thank you so much. I really appreciate this. Thanks much. " Answer question LinkedIn Answers • Answer question 
JUNE 27: DS Newman Salon invites their customers to an event from Noon until 5 PM: : To all of our clients who have given their support over the years, this is for you! For those of you who want to have pool play, bring your swimsuits.  If not, come in your cool summer attire/beachwear and hangout poolside, kids are welcome.  Awesome gifts and raffles will happen every hour.  On the music will be, DJ Jerry Ross, voted #1 all around DJ in San Francisco.  Limited space left; be sure to RSVP to the party of the summer that you don't want to miss.  See you Sunday 12-5 at rooftop pool, Equinox Palo Alto.
*******************************************************************************************************************************

2) CITY/COUNTY/SCHOOL EVENTS/NOTES

REMINDER: LIBRARY NEWS from the Palo Alto Library Foundation: Monday June 28: Temporary Library in the Cubberly Community Center's Auditorium opens for use. Please visit www.palf.org for more information on the projects, and to make a gift to the "Launch our Libraries" campaign. Reminder the library survey is found is:  bit.ly/palibrarysurvey. Please take a few minutes and fill out and submit this survey on the scope and types of library services you need and most desire.
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS OPENINGS
The City of Palo Alto is seeking applications for five Boards & Commissions. If you would like more information about any of the following, contact the Palo Alto City Clerk's Office at  329-2267, or send an email to Ronna.Gonsalves@cityofpaloalto.org. Serving on a Board or Commission is a great way to volunteer in your community, and have input into the services that help make Palo Alto a wonderful place to live. All Board or Commission members serve as volunteers and are appointed by the City Council. Some appointments have residency requirements. 
- The Public Art Commission has one term open; applications are due on June 24th at 5:30 PM.
- The Planning & Transportation Commission has two terms open; applications are due on July 2nd at 5:00 PM.
City Council Agenda 
JUNE 28: 7:00 PM:  Public Hearing Continued: Discussion of the Finance Committee Recommendation of the Adoption of the Fiscal Year 2011 Budget and Adoption of a Budget Amendment Ordinance http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=22156 
Planning & Transportation Commission: Meetings on Draft Environmental Impact report (Draft EIR) for Stanford Medical Center, 
June 26: 6:00 PM Council Chambers: Climate Change & Air Quality chapters of the Draft EIR http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=21817

June 30: 6:00 PM: Noise, Geology, Soils & Seismicity, Hydrology, Hazardous materials & Utilities Chapter of the DEIR
July 7: 6:00 PM: Alternative Chapter & Mitigation Measures of the DEIR/
HEARINGS ON STANFORD RENEWAL PROJECT; The City of Palo Alto will hold 11 public hearings on the Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) see www.cityofpaloalto.org/sumc. Close to each meeting, Stanford will provide additional information on issues in the Draft EIR. They plan to publish a Renewal Project: Guide to Key Community Issues on June 2 which will be on the project website at www.stanfordpackard.org.
JULY 26: Focused on Alternatives and Mitigation Measures
The Palo Alto government encourages the community to provide online feedback on the Stanford Medical Center Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR). The City will discuss this DEIR in meetings through July 27. Does the DEIR for the Stanford University Medical Center adequately address environmental issues associated with the project? If not, in what way could it be improved? Go to: City of Palo Alto Online Forum on Stanford Medical Center DEIR. Learn more about the DEIR, read other perspectives, and post your own opinion. 
*******************************************************************************************************************************

3) LOCAL EVENTS/NEWS

JUNE 24: Start of free Thursday night Summerfest Jazz Festivals at the Stanford Shopping Center. Starts at 6PM at Clock Tower Plaza. Tonight Stanford All Stars Jazz workshop faculty will perform. 
The 39th Annual Stanford Jazz Festival opens this weekend and runs through Aug. 7. GUIDE TO JAZZ FESTIVAL. See: www.sfjazz.org and http://www.mercurynews.com/ci_15345235?IADID=Search-www.mercurynews.com-www.mercurynews.com

JUNE 24: Monthly USGS Lecture at 7PM at USGS 345 Middlefield:  Monterey Canyon - Superhighway to the Deep-Sea: USGS-MBARI Cooperative Oceanographic Research 
On May 28, a Presidential Proclamation was issued declaring June as National Oceans Month. Monterey Bay provides scientists with a diverse 4,000 meter-deep virtual laboratory for both biology and geology, yielding critical information on climate change, ecosystems, and environmental hazards. Join them, to learn about new discoveries being revealed by underwater vehicles that are assisting scientists with seafloor exploration and mapping of marine geology and unique underwater features. 
To see a flyer for this talk, and for directions to the USGS, please visit our Public Events Calendar Web site at: http://online.wr.usgs.gov/calendar For additional information about the monthly USGS Evening Public Lecture Series, call 329-5136.
JUNE 25/26: Raging Grannies write: International Day of Action on Beaches to Include "Landlubbers Offshore Drilling Protest".  In Palo Alto on FRIDAY, JUNE 25, landlubbers will prepare signs and rehearse songs for a demo to be held in midtown Palo Alto on June 26. June 25, 3:00 PM: Sign-making and song rehearsal at Cafe Sophia 2706 Middlefield Road. June 26 Noon: Demo at intersection of Colorado and Middlefield Ave. Objective: To raise awareness about the devastating effects oil drilling could have on our coastal economies and environment; To organize a national movement of concerned citizens who will steer America's energy policy away from its dependence on fossil fuels and in the direction of clean energy; To convince State Legislators, Governors, Congress and President Obama to adopt policies encouraging clean and renewable energy sources and create legislation that creates tax incentives to encourage clean energy industries.  
JULY 17: Opening of Summer Concert Series: All concerts are free to the public and brought to you by the City of Palo Alto’s Arts and Sciences Division and the Palo Alto Weekly and with generous support from, Rick’s Rather Rich Ice Cream, Piazza’s Fine Foods, United Studios of Self Defense, The Palo Alto Community Fund and The Counter. All concerts on Saturday evenings, 6:30-8pm at various parks in the Palo Alto area.

http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/news/displaynews.asp?NewsID=481&TargetID=268

COMMON GARDEN CLASSES: 559 College Avenue. See www.commongroundinpaloalto.org or call 493-6072
JUNE 26: WISDOM SHOES with Pam Scott from 10:30 am  - noon. FEE: $30 Registration: http://wisdomshoes.eventbrite.com or call  493-6072. What to know before you start an organic veggie garden! Learn veggie gardening basics for a more fruitful, less frustrating experience as an organic gardener. Pam will cover all of the fundamentals: better soil, composting, optimal watering guidelines, starting seeds and choosing plants. Recommended for first-time gardeners or moderately experienced gardeners looking for a boost in the basics.
JULY 17: SOLAR COOKING with Don Larson from noon- 2:00 PM. FEE: $31 Registration: http://solarcook.eventbrite.com or call 493-6072. Prepare delicious sun-cooked meals using fresh produce from your garden. Create easy soups, breads, healthy snacks and glorious grain dishes. Modify your favorite recipes for solar ovens. Participate in a hands-on demonstration of aiming, pre-heating, and cooking using the "Global Sun Oven" and "Solar Cookit." Both ovens are available for purchase at Common Ground. Recipes included.
JULY 31: GRAY WATER FOR A GREEN GARDEN with Sherri Osaka from 10:30  AM - 12:30 PM. FEE: $31 Registration: http://graywater.eventbrite.com or call 493-6072. On January 12, 2010, state lawmakers enacted new codes that allow more flexibility in irrigating your garden with gray water. Learn about the new codes, how you can assemble and maintain an inexpensive system and what not to put down your drain. The class will also cover what's happening with local ordinances in Santa Clara and San Mateo counties so we can all keep this inexpensive and easily available resource.
CANOPY TREE WALKS: 2nd Saturday of every month from 10 AM-noon. Rain or shine. Free. July 10: West Bayshore; August 14: Crescent Park; September 11: College Terrace; October 9: Southgate; November 13: Barron Park
December 11: South of Forest; Details at the Canopy Calendar. Plus July 14 Palo Alto Young Tree Care Survey
STANFORD OUTDOOR SERIES: On lawn by Cantor Art Museum at 7:00 PM.
July 1: Stem Cells and the Future of Regenerative Medicine
July 15: How are Drugs Developed and Why is it So Expensive?
July 29: The Future of Wireless Technology
OLD
JUNE 25: A night of Brazilian Jazz: With Luciana Souza and Romero Lubambo at 8 PM, Dinkelspiel Auditorium. FEE: $34 http://www.stanfordjazz.org/jazzfestival/06_25.html

JUNE 26: African Folk Songs with Baba Ken Okulolo & the Nigerian Brothers at the JCC (3921 Fabian Way ) from 7:30 - 9:30 PM. FREE: Bring your lawn chair and picnic basket, or purchase delicious treats from Flying Falafel. Come to one or all -- they're all free!
JULY 4: Chili Cook-off, Sunday July 4, 12-5 PM (Chili tasting starts at 1:30 PM) at Mitchell Park. For details, www.cityofpaloalto.org/recreation or call 463-4921. ADDITIONALLY please visit the public safety table for information on emergency preparedness and to spin the prize wheel.
JULY 5-9: An environmentally-themed summer day-camp for children in grades 1- 6 will be offered by the YMCA. Topics include: renewable energy, waste management, the meaning & benefits of 'going green', natural resources conservation & protection. For information, contact the YMCA at 856-9622. Online registration begins on January 25. http://www.paloaltofamilyymca.org 
JULY 23- AUGUST 24: Music at Menlo. FEE: $10-$72 For info, call 331-0202 or www.musicatmenlo.org

AUGUST 28/29: Save the Date.... Festival of the Arts - University Avenue
*******************************************************************************************************************************

4) TIPS

County News from Supervisor Liz Kniss: Santa Clara County has signed a one-year contract with Sony Music Entertainment, allowing library cardholders to download three songs each week for free. These songs will be kept by the cardholder and have no “due date” like other rented material from the library. This is the first library system in California to offer this unique service. Library employees stress how excited they are about this new opportunity which allows libraries to offer what the community is demanding. Requests for CD’s and tapes have dropped dramatically over the years while interest in music downloads have been rising in popularity. This service can be accessed by going to the Freegal Music: The New Music Library website. 
Tip from Bob: This is an AMAZING website! Watch the preview when you have the time and it will boggle your mind. There are no limits to what you can do with this website...it is a "keeper!" Be sure to copy it to your "Favorites." ...Watch the Introduction first: http://www.wolframalpha.com/screencast/introducingwolframalpha.html Then save the Site in your favorites: http://www.wolframalpha.com/ 
Another tip from Bob: HOW TO STOP AN ACCELERATING CAR: It's not only Toyotas but other makes are showing up with acceleration problems. Something about the "black boxes". Take a minute and make sure all the drivers in your home views this quick video..It may just save your or a love ones life. I think this is worth the 2.5 min. to watch. TURNING OFF THE KEY LOCKS YOUR STEERING WHEEL AND LOSS OF POWER STEERING. This is a Consumer Reports video about how to stop a car that is accelerating out of control.  It applies to all cars, not just Toyotas, and is probably a good idea for everyone to watch.  We never know when info like this could save lives.
http://video.consumerreports.org/services/player/bcpid1886192484?bctid=48234862001
