MIDTOWN NEWS – JUNE 17, 2010

TOPICS:
1) Midtown Business/Neighbor News
2) City/County/Schools Events/Notes
3) Local Events
*******************************************************************************************************************************

1) MIDTOWN TIDBITS

MIDTOWN CENTRE MYGYM: Join us for our June 25th Parents' Night Out! Drop your children (20 months to 9 years old) off for three hours of fun and games. We also provide pizza and water for your little ones, so you can have a night out on the town. Call, stop by, or respond to this email to reserve your spot today! Spaces are limited, and Parents' Night Out fills up fast. Time: 5:30-8:30 PM; FEE: $30 for members, $40 for non members ; 50% off siblings CASH ONLY
Located at 2655 Middlefield Rd. Phone 330-1760. REMINDER: We will be open for all classes on Monday, July 5th. 
*******************************************************************************************************************************

2) CITY/COUNTY/SCHOOL EVENTS/NOTES

LIBRARY NEWS from the Palo Alto Library Foundation: Mark these important dates on your calendar!
Monday June 28: Temporary Library in the Cubberly Community Center's Auditorium opens for use 
Please visit www.palf.org for more information on the projects, and to make a gift to the "Launch our Libraries" campaign.
Reminder the library survey is found is: bit.ly/palibrarysurvey Please take a few minutes and fill out and submit this survey on the scope and types of library services you need and most desire.
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS OPENINGS
The City of Palo Alto is seeking applications for five Boards & Commissions. If you would like more information about any of the following, contact the Palo Alto City Clerk's Office at  329-2267, or send an email to Ronna.Gonsalves@cityofpaloalto.org. Serving on a Board or Commission is a great way to volunteer in your community, and have input into the services that help make Palo Alto a wonderful place to live. All Board or Commission members serve as volunteers and are appointed by the City Council. Some appointments have residency requirements. 
- The Public Art Commission has one term open; applications are due on June 24th at 5:30 PM.
- The Planning & Transportation Commission has two terms open; applications are due on July 2nd at 5:00 PM.
- The Library Advisory Commission has two terms open; applications are due on June 22 at 5:00 PM.
From Curtis Williams, Palo Alto Director Planning & Community Environment: The latest monthly summary of Planning and Transportation Division projects and activities can be found on the City's website at: http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/depts/pln/news/details.asp?NewsID=613&TargetID=85 
City Council Agenda 
JUNE 21: 7:30 PM or as soon as possible thereafter: Public Hearing: Discussion of the Finance Committee Recommendation of the Adoption of the Fiscal Year 2011 Budget and Adoption of a Budget Amendment Ordinance & Annual Adoption of City's Investment Policy  http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=21797

JUNE 23: 6PM Review Draft City Comments on the Preliminary Alternatives Analysis Report for the San Francisco to San Jose Section of the High Speed Train Project & City Council Direction Regarding the Comprehensive Plan Amendment and Housing Element Update  http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=21798

HEARINGS ON STANFORD RENEWAL PROJECT; The City of Palo Alto will hold 11 public hearings on the Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) see www.cityofpaloalto.org/sumc.  Close to each meeting, Stanford will provide additional information on issues in the Draft EIR. They plan to publish a Renewal Project: Guide to Key Community Issues on June 2 which will be on the project website at www.stanfordpackard.org .  
JULY 26: Focused on Alternatives and Mitigation Measures
*******************************************************************************************************************************

3) LOCAL EVENTS/NEWS

Talking with Henrietta - The Election Results: What Do They Mean?
Some of the election results that occurred in the recent primary election were expected. Other results were a surprise. On this edition of Talking with Henrietta, Roger Smith, show host Henrietta J. Burroughs and Palo Alto Mayor Patrick Burt look at some of the election winners and losers and discuss the potential impact of the voters' choices. See a video excerpt from the show at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15BW5f3Wqr8. Get more information about this edition at www.epatoday.org, the website for the East Palo Alto Today newspaper. The complete one hour discussion can be seen on Comcast's Channel 27 on the Midpeninsula from Sunday, June 13 through Friday, June 25. The show can be seen on Sundays@5 PM, Tuesdays@8 PM, Wednesdays@3 AM and 11 AM, Thursdays@8 PM and Fridays@3 AM and 11 AM. The show streams on the web at the above days and times at www.midpenmedia.org.
The Media Center (http://www.midpenmedia.org) is running a summer cycle of "Zoom-In" (http://www.communitymediacenter.net/zoomin) workshops for those who want to learn how to produce videos in the field, edit them, and post them on the Internet.  The 16+ hour workshop is offered twice in July - one cycle on weeknights and one on weekends. Grads are automatically part of a growing community of videographers who are helping each other with their initial video stories.  The cost is $100. You can view some of the first videos at: http://midpenmedia.ning.com/video. More information - call Becky Sanders at 494-8686 x11. Detailed schedule and info is at: http://www.communitymediacenter.net/zoomin/.
JUNE 26: African Folk Songs with Baba Ken Okulolo & the Nigerian Brothers at the JCC (3921 Fabian Wayb) from 7:30 - 9:30 PM. FREE:  Join them for a dynamic and joyous concert! You won't be disappointed by the high energy, West African music that Baba Ken Okulolo and the Nigerian Brothers are known for. These Bay area musicians blend Western and African instruments to make their lively 'Highlife' music. Dressed in traditional colorful clothing, this band is as much fun to watch as they are to hear. African Folk Songs is part of the On the Town Outdoor Summer Concert Series, a line-up of six fabulous concerts throughout the summer in our beautiful Jessica L. Saal Town Square. Bring your lawn chair and picnic basket, or purchase delicious treats from Flying Falafel. Come to one or all -- they're all free!
JULY 4: The tradition continues as we celebrate Independence Day at the City of Palo Alto Summer Festival & Chili Cook-off, Sunday July 4, 12-5 PM (Chili tasting starts at 1:30 PM) Attracting thousands of sun and chili lovers, the festival embraces everything wonderful about summer. Taste an array of red-hot chili delicacies prepared by teams of chefs battling for the chili championship. Cook Off at Mitchell Park, 600 East Meadow Dr. Palo Alto. For details, www.cityofpaloalto.org/recreation or call 463-4921. ADDITIONALLY please visit the public safety table for information on emergency preparedness and to spin the prize wheel.
COMMON GARDEN CLASSES: 559 College Avenue. See www.commongroundinpaloalto.org or call 493-6072
JUNE 19: GOPHER AND MOLE CONTROL with Thomas Wittman from 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM. FEE: $31 Registration: http://gophercontrol.eventbrite.com or call -493-6072 Gardeners, farmers and landscapers will learn humane tools for control of gophers and moles. Barriers ranging from gopher baskets to underground fence designs will be discussed. Thomas will discuss the ways to attract natural predators and examine the many types of gopher repellents and trapping techniques, live and fatal. Urban myths will also be covered. Special emphasis will be on the "Surface Method" of trapping gophers and moles that requires very little digging or disturbance of landscapes. Tracking and animal identification and biology will also be presented.
JUNE 26: WISDOM SHOES with Pam Scott from 10:30 am  - noon. FEE: $30 Registration: http://wisdomshoes.eventbrite.com or call  493-6072. What to know before you start an organic veggie garden! Learn veggie gardening basics for a more fruitful, less frustrating experience as an organic gardener. Pam will cover all of the fundamentals: better soil, composting, optimal watering guidelines, starting seeds and choosing plants. Recommended for first-time gardeners or moderately experienced gardeners looking for a boost in the basics.
JULY 17: SOLAR COOKING with Don Larson from noon- 2:00 PM. FEE: $31 Registration: http://solarcook.eventbrite.com or call 493-6072. Prepare delicious sun-cooked meals using fresh produce from your garden. Create easy soups, breads, healthy snacks and glorious grain dishes. Modify your favorite recipes for solar ovens. Participate in a hands-on demonstration of aiming, pre-heating, and cooking using the "Global Sun Oven" and "Solar Cookit." Both ovens are available for purchase at Common Ground. Recipes included.
JULY 31: GRAY WATER FOR A GREEN GARDEN with Sherri Osaka from 10:30  AM - 12:30 PM. FEE: $31 Registration: http://graywater.eventbrite.com or call 493-6072. On January 12, 2010, state lawmakers enacted new codes that allow more flexibility in irrigating your garden with gray water. Learn about the new codes, how you can assemble and maintain an inexpensive system and what not to put down your drain. The class will also cover what's happening with local ordinances in Santa Clara and San Mateo counties so we can all keep this inexpensive and easily available resource.
CANOPY TREE WALKS: 2nd Saturday of every month from 10 AM-noon. Rain or shine. Free. July 10: West Bayshore; August 14: Crescent Park; September 11: College Terrace; October 9: Southgate; November 13: Barron Park
December 11: South of Forest; Details at the Canopy Calendar. Plus July 14 Palo Alto Young Tree Care Survey
STANFORD OUTDOOR SERIES: On lawn by Cantor Art Museum at 7:00 PM.
July 1: Stem Cells and the Future of Regenerative Medicine
July 15: How are Drugs Developed and Why is it So Expensive?
July 29: The Future of Wireless TechnologyOLD
JUNE 20: 3:00-7:30 PM, Sunday, Second Annual: Palo Alto World Music Day: University Avenue, City Hall, & surrounding streets. Midtown resident and artist Doris Williams will be performing at World Music Day at 6:00 PM.
JUNE 24, Thursday, Monthly USGS Lecture at 7:00PM - : Monterey Canyon - Superhighway to the Deep-Sea USGS-MBARI Cooperative Oceanographic Research with Charles Paull, Senior Scientist, Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute, Moss Landing. To see a flyer for this talk, and for directions to the USGS, please visit our Public Events Calendar Web site at: http://online.wr.usgs.gov/calendar. For more about the monthly USGS Evening Public Lecture Series, call 329-5136.
JUNE 25: A night of Brazilian Jazz: With Luciana Souza and Romero Lubambo at 8 PM, Dinkelspiel Auditorium. FEE: $34  http://www.stanfordjazz.org/jazzfestival/06_25.html

JULY 5-9: An environmentally-themed summer day-camp for children in grades 1- 6 will be offered by the YMCA. Topics include: renewable energy, waste management, the meaning & benefits of 'going green', natural resources conservation & protection. For information, contact the YMCA at 856-9622. Online registration begins on January 25. http://www.paloaltofamilyymca.org 
JULY 23- AUGUST 24: Music at Menlo. FEE: $10-$72 For info, call 331-0202 or www.musicatmenlo.org

AUGUST 28/29: Save the Date.... Festival of the Arts - University Avenue
