MIDTOWN NEWS – JUNE 10, 2010

TOPICS:
1) Midtown Business/Neighbor News
2) City/County/Schools Events/Notes
3) Local Events
4) Tip
*******************************************************************************************************************************
1) MIDTOWN TIDBITS

SHOP MIDTOWN
When are our local restaurants open?  What churches or synagogues are nearby?  What are the local activities for kids?  Find the answers to these questions and more on the Visit Midtown Businesses link on the Midtown web site ( www.midtownresidents.org). You'll find the types of stores along with their hours, phone numbers, managers, emails, and web sites.  SHOP MIDTOWN!
New dance program at MYGYM. Types of classes: Mommy and Me, Hip-Hop and Gymnastics, Combo,Ballet, Jazz. For more see My Gym Palo Alto, call 330-1760 or email mygympaloalto@sbcglobal.net
GREER PARK SCHEDULE:    So far, the contractor has been focusing most of his efforts on the replacement of the park irrigation system and the renovation of the north soccer fields.  The north soccer fields (at the Amarillo Avenue/West Bayshore Road corner), the park restroom, and a portion of the off-street parking lot will be reopened for public use on Tuesday, June 15th to accommodate organized soccer play.  The temporary fence will be relocated to open up these areas of the park, while keeping the active construction areas safely barricaded. The rest of the park is scheduled to be reopened by October 15, and the contractor remains confident that the schedule can be maintained.  In the coming weeks, the contractor will be thatching, aerating and seeding the remainder of the park turf areas.  Work will also begin on grading and underground drainage system installation in the Phase IV area (Colorado Avenue/West Bayshore Road corner).  The contractor will also start construction of the new reclaimed water mixing/pump station and the installation of the new play equipment in the center of the park.  The nine trees that were scheduled for removal have already been removed. In order to accommodate underground trenching work and turf restoration in the vicinity of the Greer Park Skateboard Bowl, the Skateboard Bowl will be closed to the public from Monday, June 14 through Friday, July 2.  
SEALE PARK rest room: In June, the project bids will be sent out. They will be received in July and the contract awarded in August.  
*******************************************************************************************************************************

2) CITY/COUNTY/SCHOOL EVENTS/NOTES

LIBRARY NEWS from the Palo Alto Library Foundation: Mark these important dates on your calendar!
Saturday June 12: Ground breaking ceremony for the new Library and Community Center at Mitchell from 1 to 3 PM.  Everyone is welcome!
Monday June 28: Temporary Library in the Cubberly Community Center's Auditorium opens for use 
Please visit  www.palf.org for more information on the projects, and to make a gift to the "Launch our Libraries" campaign.
The Library Advisory Commission and library director Jennings created a survey for residents to use to tell them what you want and need in our libraries & library services.  This is particularly important since the library system is in transition.  For the first time 3 of our 5 branches are closed either for repairs and upgrading, or in the case of Mitchell Park, to be replaced by a new much larger library and community center.  In addition the budget shortfall is forcing cuts in budgets and operations of almost all city departments, including libraries. Your answers to the questionnaire will help to identify what types of cuts and service reductions are undesired, and what services and operations should be emphasized as the libraries re-open as construction work is completed starting late this year at College Terrace. The library survey is found is:  bit.ly/palibrarysurvey Please take a few minutes and fill out and submit this survey, so that we can better and more effectively provide the scope and types of library services you need and most desire.
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS OPENINGS
The City of Palo Alto is seeking applications for five Boards & Commissions. If you would like more information about any of the following, contact the Palo Alto City Clerk's Office at  329-2267, or send an email to Ronna.Gonsalves@cityofpaloalto.org. Serving on a Board or Commission is a great way to volunteer in your community, and have input into the services that help make Palo Alto a wonderful place to live. All Board or Commission members serve as volunteers and are appointed by the City Council. Some appointments have residency requirements. 
- The Utilities Advisory Commission has two terms open; applications are due on June 10th at 5:30 PM.
- The Public Art Commission has one term open; applications are due on June 24th at 5:30 PM.
- The Planning & Transportation Commission has two terms open; applications are due on July 2nd at 5:00 PM.
- The Library Advisory Commission has two terms open; applications are due on June 22 at 5:00 PM.
- The Infrastructure Blue Ribbon Commission has 18 terms open; applications are due on June 17 at 5:30 PM.
From Curtis Williams, Palo Alto Director Planning & Community Environment: The latest monthly summary of Planning and Transportation Division projects and activities can be found on the City's website at: http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/depts/pln/news/details.asp?NewsID=613&TargetID=85 
City Council Agenda 
JUNE 14:  7:30PM Study session on San Francisquito Creek Joint Powers Authority’s (SFCJPA) Capital Flood Protection Project Studies and Design Work  and Public Hearing on Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Project-Meeting to Receive Comments on the Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Project Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR). Full agenda at http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=21701

JUNE 16: 6PM Joint Meeting With the Palo Alto City Council, Foothill De Anza College Board & Palo Alto School District Board Regarding Foothill De Anza Interest in Purchasing City Property Within Cubberley Campus
Council Feedback on Stanford Medical Center: The Palo Alto government encourages the community to provide online feedback on the Stanford Medical Center Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR). Does the DEIR for the Stanford University Medical Center adequately address environmental issues associated with the project? If not, in what way could it be improved? See: City of Palo Alto Online Forum on Stanford Medical Center DEIR or http://www.peakdemocracy.com/468?a=77 Learn more about the DEIR, read other perspectives, and post your own opinion. 
HEARINGS ON STANFORD RENEWAL PROJECT; The City of Palo Alto will hold 11 public hearings on the Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) see www.cityofpaloalto.org/sumc.  Close to each meeting, Stanford will provide additional information on issues in the Draft EIR. They plan to publish a Renewal Project: Guide to Key Community Issues on June 2 which will be on the project website at www.stanfordpackard.org .  Three key meeting dates follow.
*July 12: Focused on Transportation/Traffic; Climate Change; and Air Quality 
*July 26: Focused on Alternatives and Mitigation Measures
*******************************************************************************************************************************

3) LOCAL EVENTS/NEWS

JUNE 12: Televised Art Party at the Media Center for climate change. Can Civilization Survive? A Hunt for Solutions. Art, TV and Internet join the hunt for solutions at the Media Center 900 San Antonio at 7PM. Featuring Michael Killen. For details and for how to RSVP see http://www.midpenmedia.org/imgs/killen_screening.jpg

JUNE 17: Tango with Igor Polk from 6:30 -8:30 PM at the JCC (3921 Fabian Way). FREE. Enjoy a lively and informative demonstration of the Argentine Tango, then be ready to join in! Tango instructor extraordinaire Igor Polk creates a friendly environment where people can have good time relaxing, listening to music and enjoying everything that Argentinean Tango has to offer. You'll learn traditional tango in open and closed embrace as well as elements from the many styles that exist, from Salon to Nuevo. If you want to experience tango in all its complexity and beauty, come to the OFJCC! Tango with Igor Polk is part of the On the Town Outdoor Summer Concert Series, a line-up of six fabulous concerts throughout the summer. Come to one or all -- they're all free! See http://www.paloaltojcc.org 
JUNE 20, 3:00-7:30 PM, Sunday, Second Annual: Palo Alto World Music Day: University Avenue, City Hall, & surrounding streets. World Music Day is a FREE music festival that takes place in cities around the world every year close to the Summer Solstice.  In Palo Alto, professional and amateur musical groups will perform a wide variety of musical genres on street corners and plazas: jazz, pop, rock, classical, Celtic, Klezmer, French, Chinese, Balkan, Indian, world music, choirs, etc.  All performances will be FREE and open to the public.  Last year the event had 42 musical groups and attracted about 8,000 people…with more this year! Midtown resident and artist Doris Williams will be performing at World Music Day at 6:00 PM, with Karl Franzen and Andrew Davis, from 6 - 7:30 PM. For more information, to perform as a musician, or to volunteer please visit www.pamusicday.org or email info@pamusicday.org. Some VOLUNTEER opportunities: Musician Coordinators (6 per shift); Program Distributors (5 per shift); Videographers (1 or 2 per shift); Photographers (1 per shift)
June 24, Thursday, Monthly USGS Lecture at 7:00PM - : Monterey Canyon - Superhighway to the Deep-Sea USGS-MBARI Cooperative Oceanographic Research with Charles Paul, Senior Scientist, Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute, Moss Landing. On May 28, a Presidential Proclamation was issued declaring June as National Oceans Month.  Monterey Bay provides scientists with a diverse 4,000 meter-deep virtual laboratory for both biology and geology, yielding critical information on climate change, ecosystems, and environmental hazards.  Please join USGS to learn about new discoveries being revealed by underwater vehicles that are assisting scientists with sea floor exploration and mapping of marine geology and unique underwater features.  To see a flyer for this talk, and for directions to the USGS, please visit our Public Events Calendar Web site at: http://online.wr.usgs.gov/calendar. For more about the monthly USGS Evening Public Lecture Series, call 329-5136.
COMMON GARDEN CLASSES: 559 College Avenue. See www.commongroundinpaloalto.org or call 493-6072
JUNE 12: HERBS IN THE GARDEN, HERBS IN THE KITCHEN with Jody Main. Time to plant an organic herb garden! Bring a beautiful diversity to your garden with a variety of culinary and medicinal herbs. They bring harmony and health to us and our gardens. Their beauty, fragrance, flowers (that attract beneficial insects) and everlasting qualities enable them to be brought indoors to share and enjoy. Learn how to grow and harvest perennial and annual herbs, herbs in containers, and essential herbs for the kitchen. You will take home herb cuttings, recipes and plant lists. 10:30 - 12:30. FEE: $31 + $5 materials fee
JUNE 19: GOPHER AND MOLE CONTROL with Thomas Wittman from 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM. FEE: $31 Registration: http://gophercontrol.eventbrite.com or call -493-6072 Gardeners, farmers and landscapers will learn humane tools for control of gophers and moles. Barriers ranging from gopher baskets to underground fence designs will be discussed. Thomas will discuss the ways to attract natural predators and examine the many types of gopher repellents and trapping techniques, live and fatal. Urban myths will also be covered. Special emphasis will be on the "Surface Method" of trapping gophers and moles that requires very little digging or disturbance of landscapes. Tracking and animal identification and biology will also be presented.
JUNE 26:  WISDOM SHOES with Pam Scott from 10:30 am  - noon. FEE: $30 Registration: http://wisdomshoes.eventbrite.com or call  493-6072. What to know before you start an organic veggie garden! Learn veggie gardening basics for a more fruitful, less frustrating experience as an organic gardener. Pam will cover all of the fundamentals: better soil, composting, optimal watering guidelines, starting seeds and choosing plants. Recommended for first-time gardeners or moderately experienced gardeners looking for a boost in the basics.
JULY 17: SOLAR COOKING with Don Larson from noon- 2:00 PM. FEE: $31 Registration: http://solarcook.eventbrite.com or call 493-6072. Prepare delicious sun-cooked meals using fresh produce from your garden. Create easy soups, breads, healthy snacks and glorious grain dishes. Modify your favorite recipes for solar ovens. Participate in a hands-on demonstration of aiming, pre-heating, and cooking using the "Global Sun Oven" and "Solar Cookit." Both ovens are available for purchase at Common Ground. Recipes included.
JULY 31: GRAY WATER FOR A GREEN GARDEN with Sherri Osaka from 10:30  AM - 12:30 PM. FEE: $31 Registration: http://graywater.eventbrite.com or call 493-6072. On January 12, 2010, state lawmakers enacted new codes that allow more flexibility in irrigating your garden with gray water. Learn about the new codes, how you can assemble and maintain an inexpensive system and what not to put down your drain. The class will also cover what's happening with local ordinances in Santa Clara and San Mateo counties so we can all keep this inexpensive and easily available resource.
CANOPY TREE WALKS: 2nd Saturday of every month from 10 AM-noon. Rain or shine. Free. June 12: Greenmeadow; July 10: West Bayshore; August 14: Crescent Park; September 11: College Terrace; October 9: Southgate; November 13: Barron Park
December 11: South of Forest; Details at the Canopy Calendar. Plus July 14 Palo Alto Young Tree Care Survey
FREE FILM SERIES: Friday Night Film Series on Food and the Environment  (Sponsored by Acterra, Silicon Valley Action Network, Slow Food South Bay, Transition Palo Alto, Transition Silicon Valley, and World Centric) at World Centric, 7:30 - 9:30 PM at 2121 Staunton Ct.  (behind JJ& F Market) 
June 11 -- In Transition -- An inspirational film about how local communities, like ours, can respond to peak oil and global warming while building community and enjoying life. Come again, even if you saw the film last time - we'll have more great discussion!
June 18 -- Potluck and Next Steps (Let's share food that's been grown within 100 miles !)
AVENIDAS EVENTS
JUNE 11: A free skin cancer screening by a PAMF Dermatologist will take place  from 1-2 PM. This screening is an opportunity to check out the questionable changes that occur on the skin to existing moles, sun exposed areas and other spots that are of concern. (Exposed skin areas only, no disrobing.) Call to schedule your free appointment at  289-5400.
STANFORD OUTDOOR SERIES: On lawn by Cantor Art Museum at 7:00 PM.
June 17: Driving safely into the future: Advances in sensing and computing have led to dramatic changes in the ways cars react to their environment and interact with their drivers. Will cars continue to become more intelligent in the future? Will we still drive them or will we be driven? Professor J. Christian Gerdes will discuss these future scenarios and more.  See: http://oso.stanford.edu/lectures/109-driving-safely-into-the-future

July 1:   Stem Cells and the Future of Regenerative Medicine
July 15:  How are Drugs Developed and Why is it So Expensive?
July 29:  The Future of Wireless Technology
OLD
JUNE 10: The Palo Alto Art Center and the Djerassi Resident Artists Program present Engaging Perception The second of six exciting programs in the 2010 series WHERE ART ORIGINATES: ARTISTS & THE CREATIVE PROCESS  at 7PM in the Art Center Auditorium. For more information or to register call 650.329.2366 or email Palo Alto Art Center.
JUNE 12: Capriccio Chamber Orchestra at the JCC (3921 Fabian Way) from 7:30 - 9:00 PM. FREE. See http://www.paloaltojcc.org Classical music in a free outdoor concert at the Oshman Family JCC. 
JUNE 13: Gamble Garden birthday party from 2-4 PM. Stop by anytime. This special event is open to the public and is free. Enjoy art activities, exploring the garden, cake, and lemonade under the Grand Oak Tree near the Willow Hut as we celebrate our 25th Anniversary. Ages 3 and above. Children must be accompanied by adult at all times. No reservations needed. Free of charge. Rain or shine. The garden will be in full bloom, we hope you will join us!!
JUNE 25: A night of Brazilian Jazz: With Luciana Souza and Romero Lubambo at 8 PM, Dinkelspiel Auditorium. FEE: $34  http://www.stanfordjazz.org/jazzfestival/06_25.html

JULY 5-9: An environmentally-themed summer day-camp for children in grades 1- 6 will be offered by the YMCA. Topics include: renewable energy, waste management, the meaning & benefits of 'going green', natural resources conservation & protection. For information, contact the YMCA at 856-9622. Online registration begins on January 25. http://www.paloaltofamilyymca.org 
JULY 23- AUGUST 24: Music at Menlo. FEE: $10-$72 For info, call 331-0202 or www.musicatmenlo.org

AUGUST 28/29: Save the Date.... Festival of the Arts - University Avenue
*******************************************************************************************************************************

4) TIP
Summer time, many of us all traveling. Here is a tip from the San Jose Mercury

When the virtual world of the Web just isn't personal enough, get in touch with a real human for travel tips and trip advice at www.localyte.com


