MIDTOWN NEWS – February 9, 2012
Editor: Annette Ashton for the Midtown Residents Association.  See www.midtownresidents.org
LIST SERV at PaloAltoMidtown@yahoogroups.com.  Great place to "chat".

TOPICS:

1) Midtown Business/Neighbor News

2) City/County/Schools Events/Notes

3) Local Events
4) Tidbit
*******************************************************************************************************************************

1) MIDTOWN TIDBITS

Crime Safety/Neighborhood Watch & Personal Preparedness Course

February 9 (Thursday), 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Lucie Stern Community Center – Community Room
1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto
Please RSVP to epvolunteer@paneighborhoods.org
Families: want to lose 5000 pounds?  Go on the Low Carbon Diet -- a way to reduce your greenhouse emissions with simple changes you can make at home.  Bring your kids for a fun playdate and teach them some basic green principles while you learn how to reduce your CO2 emissions.  4 sessions in March in Midtown Palo Alto. Contact Rani at pj20@cornell.edu to sign up.
Midtown Musician Doris writes: Sat., Feb. 11. Celtic Rose Valentine Concert, Redwood City, 6:30pm, $10/14. CELTIC ROSE, with Doris Williams and Caroline Garbarino, and special guests Ernest Kinsolving, Mike Bell, and Ken Brown, will perform a "A Celtic and Jazz Valentine Concert."  Enjoy love songs from Ireland, Wales, Scotland, and America.  Angelica’s Bistro, Bell Theater, is located at 863 Main Street, Redwood City.  Dinner seating starts at 5:00pm, and the show starts at 6:30pm.  Tickets are $10 online and $14 at the door.  Purchase tickets online at Angelicasbistro.com or call 650-365-3226.  See www.Doriswilliams.com for more information. Contact Caroline at 650-283-1915.
*******************************************************************************************************************************

2) CITY/COUNTY/SCHOOL EVENTS/NOTES

Volunteer: Become a Volunteer Mediator. The City fo palo Alto is now accepting applications for volunteer mediators.  This free program handles tenant/landlord, neighbor-to-neighbor, consumer and workplace disputes.  Application deadline 2/24/12.  Request an application at pamediation@housing.org or visit www.paloalto.mediation.org
PAUSD:Palo Alto High School Strong Schools Bond Projects:Facilities Steering Committee Meeting and Landscape Subcommittee Meeting to provide a construction and a program update on the Group 1 projects, and a Landscape Subcommittee meeting for the Performing Arts Center.  The meetings will be as follows: Facilities Steering Committee: Wednesday, February 8, 2012, 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Landscape Subcommittee: Tuesday, February 14, 2012, 3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Both meetings will be held at Palo Alto High School Library located at 50 Embarcadero Rd., Palo Alto.

PALO ALTO ART CENTER writes: We are continuing to collect clean, colorful plastic bags for our Project LOOK! school tours of Lawn Bowls, by Judith Selby Lang.  Over the next three months, more than 80 school groups will delight in the work of Judith Selby Lang, learn about environmental concerns related to plastics, and make their own class lawn bowls.  Collection bins are available at Lucie Stern Community Center, Cubberley Community Center, the Junior Museum and Zoo and the Palo Alto Lawn Bowls Club.

Update of Planning and Transportation Division projects and activities on the City's website at: http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/depts/pln/news/details.asp?NewsID=613&TargetID=85
Bay Area residents can express their priorities for how our region should grow and what kind of transportation system we will need to support that growth via an online workshop sponsored by the Metropolitan Transportation Commission and the Association of Bay Area Governments.  The virtual workshop, which takes just a few minutes and runs through February 15, 2012, will help the agencies decide on transportation and housing/land-use investments and policies for the nine-county region over the next 25 years.  It follows the format of nine public forums that were held in each county in January as part of an ongoing outreach effort.  Taking this survey helps to ensure that decisions we make today help build a region that meets the needs of current and future residents.  See: http://tinyurl.com/7n8mqyl
MARCH 5: Wireless Communications Workshop.  TBD location.  Time tentative at 7PM.  The topics to be covered will include a) the potential for monopole installations at City utility facilities, b) incentives for using City-designated installations, c) emerging technology, and d) possible revisions to the City’s regulations and guidelines.
CITY COUNCIL: 
FEBRUARY 13: Starts at 5:30PM with a closed session. Action items include East Meadow Circle Concept Plan, Refinancing of Bonds, Zone Change Ronald McDonald House.  Full agenda at http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=30242
FEBRUARY 27: State of the City featuring Mayor Yeh
PLANNING & TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION: Future agendas: 

Edgewood Plaza Draft EIR tentatively scheduled at the Planning Commission for Wednesday, February 29th Review proposed Planned Community zoning for Edgewood Plaza.  The Draft EIR: http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/depts/pln/news/details.asp?NewsID=1874&TargetID=85 
FEBRUARY 22: Future of Palo Alto -Planning Commission will discuss land use planning in Palo Alto. Come speak on land use issues or send in your written comments. 
STANFORD RENEWAL PROJECT - 10 Days Outlook - http://tinyurl.com/7ol9oj4
VOLUNTEER: REQUEST FOR TRACK WATCH VOLUNTEERS: The Project Safety Net (http://www.psnpaloalto.com/) Track Watch Volunteers are seeking assistance in staffing Sunday evening shifts to guard the train track crossings at Meadow and Charleston.  While the City has extended funding for paid, private security guards to staff other nights, this shift is up to volunteers.  All you need is a cell phone (with the PAPD dispatch # programmed in: 329-2413), a good flashlight, and a safety vest.  To volunteer, get in touch with Caroline Camhy at hopepaloalto@gmail.com

 HYPERLINK "mailto:hopepaloalto@gmail.com" <mailto:hopepaloalto@gmail.com>.  Caroline will provide more information about the assignment.  This past Sunday, Mayor Yeh and Councilmember Shepherd volunteered for Track Watch.  Please help the community and contact Caroline to sign up!
*******************************************************************************************************************************

3) LOCAL EVENTS/NEWS

AVENIDAS Schedule for FEBRUARY http://tinyurl.com/77nbzph
Talking with Henrietta. “Nurturing Children from Cradle to Grave” – A major law firm, a local youth group and a community legal services agency have combined forces to offer social services and community-building programs to children and adults in order to develop and nurture healthy children within healthy families.  We discuss their collaboration on this edition of Talking with Henrietta.  This provocative discussion can be seen on the Internet and on Comcast Channel 27 through February 11.  Talking with Henrietta airs on Sundays@5 PM, Tuesdays@8 PM, Wednesdays@4 AM & 11 AM, Thursdays@8 PM & Fridays@6 AM & 12 PM and Saturdays at 5 PM.  It also streams on the web at the above days and times.  You can get more information about this show at www.epatoday.org/tv.html. See a video excerpt from the show by clicking http://youtu.be/oVw2KjwPcRY
Nature Gallery, Los Altos, 296 State Street EVENTS: www.nature-gallery.com
Sat. Feb 11th 11am-12:30 (points along State St): The White Crane Lion Dancers for Chinese New Year: The White Crane Dance Troupe are internationally acclaimed dance, music, and martial artists.  At the very end of their Saturday show, performers will stop and answer questions from your children about the tradition and training.  Free.  All ages.  http://www.sfwhitecrane.com/videos.shtml
Sat Feb 11, 2-3:30pm: Family Event : Mr Horsefeathers!  Welcome children's well known entertainer, Mr Horsefeathers (Steve Koehler), who will delight children with his juggling, ragtime music, magictricks, and his wacky balloon animal creations.  Games, Prizes and Family Fun! http://stevethemagicguy.com/Site/Steve_Koehler_Website.html?utm_source=Copy+of+Happy+New+Year%21&utm_campaign=Raising+Happiness%2FALA&utm_medium=email
Sunday Feb 12th, 12-5pm: Nature Gallery Fundraiser for Los ALtos High School Music Dept from 3-5pm - Reception for LAHS Music Dept Booster Club: Come hear the amazing Los Altos High Student Jazz Quartet.  $20 admission donated.  Accompany children! No chiildcare.  For event details call Carolyn 387 5709.
The Master Gardeners of Santa Clara County are pleased to announce several great free talks in Palo Alto and Los Altos. For more & locations, see http://mastergardeners.org/event
· Feb 11, 9-11 am, Gamble Garden, Palo Alto Plant Clinic: Spring Planting
· Feb 23, 1:30-3:30 pm, Avenidas, Palo Alto All About Lawns: Lawn Care & Replace Your Lawn
COMMON GROUND Classes at 559 College Ave. To register call  493-6072. For more Check out the Common Ground Website
· February 11: Introduction to Grow Biointensive with Carol Cox from 10:30 - 12:30. FEE: $31. To register click Intro to Grow Biointensive
· February 11: Compost Crops and Rotation from 2:00 - 4:00. FEE: $31. To register click  Compost Crops and Rotation
FEBRUARY 11 & 12: Friends of the Library Book Sale.  Check out books on sale this weekend at http://www.friendspaloaltolib.org/bookshelves.aspx or see http://www.friendspaloaltolib.org
FEBRUARY 20: Future of Food at 505 E Charleston from 2-4 PM. Free but donations welcome. Sponsored by the Woman's International League for Peace and Freedom.  http://www.labelgmos.org
FEBRUARY 25: San Francisco Chamber Orchestra presents: Main Stage Concert: The Goldberg Variations from 8:00 - 10:00 PM at St. Mark's Episcopal Church, 600 Colorado Ave.  FEE: $0 (Admission free, but tickets required for non-members--available online or at door.)  $20 donation for guest-of-member priority seating.  http://sfcomain3pa.eventbrite.com/.  Benjamin Simon, conductor: Johann Sebastian Bach: Goldberg Variations: The SFCO presents a special Main Stage Concert featuring JS Bach's brilliant Goldberg Variations in a virtuoso arrangement for string orchestra.  The concert begins with a talk by Music Director Ben Simon, who will explain the work's fascinating architecture and unlock its secrets with live musical examples.  Doors open 45 minutes before concert.  SFCO members receive do not need tickets. 
FEBRUARY 26: Around the World in 88 Keys at the Albert and Janet Schultz Cultural Arts Hall, 3921 Fabian Way from 8:00 -10:00 PM.  FEE: $12-$18.  Take a musical voyage with an internationally renowned Frank Levy as he plays the poetic melodies of Beethoven, Debussy, Ravel, Rachmaninov and Glinka.  Celebrate the universal language of music with a wonderful musical trip to Israel, Russia, England, France, Spain, Italy, Czechoslovakia, Poland and Switzerland.  Pianist Frank Levy (www.franklevy.com) has been hailed by audiences and critics alike as an artist of rare poetic insight and communicative powers.  A prize-winner in the Leeds and Clara Haskil international piano competitions, Levy has an international career as a recitalist performing on many of the world's great stages, including Carnegie Hall in New York.  For more see: http://www.paloaltojcc.org/arts.
MARCH 3: George Komsky in Concert at the Albert and Janet Schultz Cultural Arts Hall, 3921 Fabian Way.  George Komsky is a protege and scholarship beneficiary of world-renowned vocal teacher Seth Riggs whose star pupils include Barbara Streisand, Josh Groban, Natalie Cole and current Metropolitan Opera star Philip Webb.  This Bay Area native was a semifinalist on the hit TV show America's Got Talent and has toured as the lead soloist with the world renowned Irish dancing group, Riverdance.  Komsky recently sold out his solo concerts in Walnut Creek, Menlo Park and at the Herbst Theater, San Francisco.  His concert at the OFJCC will feature opera arias by Donizetti, Rossini, Bellini and Leoncavallo.  To learn more, visit George Komsky's website at www.georgekomsky.com.  Time: 8:00 -10:00 PM.  FEE: $30-$40.  http://www.paloaltojcc.org/cultural-arts/music-dance/
OLD

Deborah's Palm & Parent's Place bring you a Special Three-Part Workshop, entitled: "Help! I'm Stressed!" Workshops will be held at Deborah's Palm.  FEE:$35/person/class or $90 for all three; please register online at www.parentsplaceonline.org/Peninsula or call: 688-3040.
FEBRUARY 13, 7-9 p.m.: TOPIC: "Mindfulness for Stress Reduction": We will explore current research on mindfulness for reducing stress & focus on coping skills to enhance the quality of life at home & work.
FEBRUARY 9: Deborah's Palm Thursday evening, February 9, 2012, at 7:00 p.m., we will be screening the film "Miss Representation", at the Aquarius Theatre in Palo Alto. Tickets are on sale NOW ($10) by going to this link: https://tickets.landmarktheatres.com/Ticketing.aspx?TheatreID=212&MovieID=13173&ShowDate=2/9/2012&ScheduleID=20995
FEBRUARY 13, April 23, April 30: Introduction to Tea Enjoyment! from 7-9PM at Tea Time, 542 Ramona. FEE: $54.  For more www.tea-time.com
FEBRUARY 14: Gamble Garden presents: Gamble Garden Class - Soil Management with Jack McKinnon, Garden Coach from 10:00 AM - noon.  FEE: $25 member, $35 non-member (join today!).  For more see http://www.gamblegarden.org
FEBRUARY 15: Author Nathan Englander at the JCC (Room E104) from 7:30 - 9:00PM.  FEE: $10-$18.  See http://www.paloaltojcc.org/arts 
FEBRAURY 16: Brain health in two parts. Judith L. London, PhD, Psychologist and Author of "Connecting the Dots: Breakthroughs in Communication as Alzheimer's Advances," will make two presentations at Avenidas on 2 Thursdays in February from 2 to 3:30pm.  The first is on Feb. 16 and the topic is "Keeping Your Brain in Tip-Top Shape."  The second is on Feb. 23, on "How to Strengthen your Brain: The Big Three."  $3/$5 per lecture. Register for all Lifelong Learning events at the front desk or by calling (650) 289-5400.
FEBRUARY 18: Mozart's Birthday Celebration. A musical party hosted by the San Francisco Chamber Orchestra's (SFCO) musical director, Benjamin Simon, and featuring performances by SFCO's all-stars at 7:30 pm.  Stanford U, Bldg 320, Rm 105.  Free.
FEBRUARY 23: Avenidas reception from 7-8:30 pm.  Do you ever worry whether your aging loved one is getting enough activity and socializing during the day, especially if you have to go to work?  Would it help you to learn what worked for other families?  You'll enjoy refreshments and a free gift just for attending.  Then hear from a panel of family members who have been in your shoes, and discover what daytime care options are available.  Tour our custom-built facility as well.  The event will be held at the Avenidas Rose Kleiner Center, 270 Escuela Avenue in Mountain View, with plenty of free parking.  Please RSVP to 289-5499.
MARCH 13: Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra - Schumann's Cello Concerto at First United Methodist Church, 625 Hamilton Avenue from 8:00-10:00 PM.  FEE: $95, $83, $67, $53, $25.  http://www.cityboxoffice.com, http://www.philharmonia.org
MARCH 19: Become an Environmental Volunteer! Teach kids to love science and nature! Our next volunteer training begins on Monday, March 19th at our new home at the EcoCenter at the Palo Alto Baylands. If you want to join the EV, please contact Brittany at  961-0545 or email her at Education@evols.org.
*******************************************************************************************************************************

4) TIDBIT
Bob sent this: This was in today’s NY Times. If Silicon Valley Costs a Lot Now, Wait Until the Facebook Update, By MICHAEL COOPER
PALO ALTO, Calif. — Imagine looking for a house in San Francisco or one of the nicer parts of Silicon Valley, which are already among the most expensive parts of the country. Now imagine having to bid against a legion of newly minted Facebook millionaires.
“I’m kind of worried — a thousand millionaires are going to be buying houses!” Connie Cao said as she and her family toured a home in a good school district here. Her husband, Jared Oberhaus, was more optimistic. “Maybe sellers are sitting on their houses now, waiting for Facebook, and they’ll all come on the market at the same time,” he said. It will be some time before the first Facebook shares are sold to the public, and even longer before Facebook’s employees are able to turn their paper wealth into cash and officially take their places as the newest members of the 1 percent. But the mere anticipation of the event may pour a little kerosene onto what is already a fairly hot local real estate market. When Ken DeLeon, a Silicon Valley real estate agent, recently sold an 8,000-square-foot house to a Facebook employee, he said, the movers showed up at the client’s old 1,000-square-foot home and asked, “Did you win the lottery?” Silicon Valley has been good to Mr. DeLeon, a former lawyer, who said he sold $275 million worth of homes last year, and who is finishing up a memoir about overcoming illness, injury and loss that he calls “Why Do Bad Things Happen to Sexy People?” Even after some of the air went out of the housing bubble in the Bay Area in recent years, prices in the most desirable parts of San Francisco and Silicon Valley stayed buoyant enough to remain out of reach for most people. A report on 2011 housing prices by Coldwell Banker, the real estate company, found that 8 of the nation’s 20 most expensive markets were in Silicon Valley or the Bay Area. Mr. DeLeon said Palo Alto, with its limited supply, had remained remarkably strong — and could hit new peaks this year. In recent weeks, he said, there have been signs that the market has been heating up more: 10 homes in Palo Alto sold for more than their asking prices last month, some by large amounts. Now, with the long-expected Facebook public offering a step closer to reality, Mr. DeLeon said he expected to see several things happen: some sellers may keep their homes off the market until they judge the time is right, some speculators may snap up old houses to tear down and rebuild, and some buyers may feel pressure to make offers before the deluge hits. A steady stream of would-be buyers walked through the open house Mr. DeLeon held here on Sunday — a 2,325-square-foot home with a small backyard and an asking price of nearly $1.8 million. They checked out the sunken Japanese-style dining room and the heated concrete floors with leaf inlays. Many got lattes from the barista stationed in the backyard. Mr. DeLeon said he already had plans to market to Facebook employees. One strategy: he intends to buy ads on Facebook. “It’s amazing how you can target them,” he said.

